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If you were to read the entire Bible from beginning to end, what would be the main point
that the Bible teaches?
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To put it simply, the main message of the Bible is God’s love.
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From the Old Testament to the New Testament, God’s love for us can be seen in all that
has been written.
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The greatest thing that we can do is to know God’s love and be in a relationship with Him.
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Today we are going to read about how God’s love is seen even in one of the shortest
books of the Bible.
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We are going to read one of Paul’s letters. It is the shortest letter in the Bible that Paul
wrote.
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It’s so short that there are no chapters there are only 26 verses.
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He wrote this letter to a man named Philemon.
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This letter is different than the other letters that Paul wrote. Instead of writing from a

position of authority and containing a lot of teaching, this is a warm, personal letter to a
friend asking for a favor.
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Before we read the letter, let me give you the background.
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Paul wrote this letter to his good friend, Philemon.
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Philemon was a fellow Christian and he was wealthy.
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He was also a slave owner and one of his slaves was named Onesimus.
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It seems that Onesimus had stolen or damaged his property and ran away to Rome.
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While in Rome, Onesimus came in contact with Paul, who led him to Christ.
EU»N'nh"it2” ¢, Rie...-<gQK6pN.+'120B®fENI©'a

:Bi
Paul then decided to write a letter to Philemon. And in the letter Paul asks Philemon for a
favor.
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Since the letter to Philemon is short, let’s read the entire letter.
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Because it’s short, it’s hard to find! It’s in the New Testament before Hebrews and after
Timothy and Titus.
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(Read Philemon.)
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In verse 12, we can read what Paul is telling Philemon that he is going to do. “I am
sending him — who is my very heart — back to you.”
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And then in verse 17, Paul’s request is made even clearer. “So if you consider me a
partner, welcome him as you would welcome me.”
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This is a big thing that Paul is asking of Philemon isn’t it?
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He’s asking him to welcome back the very slave who stole from him and ran away.
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And he’s not only asking him to welcome Onesimus back, but to welcome him back as a
brother. Verse 16 says, “No longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother.

He is very dear to me, but even dearer to you, both as a man and as a brother in the
Lord.”
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If somebody stole from your house, would you be able to welcome him back into your
house as your brother?
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I think it would be extremely difficult.
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How did Paul ask such a big favor of Philemon?
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He could have asked this favor because Paul was in a position of authority. He was a
well-known leader in the church.
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The Bible teaches to “obey those who rule over you, and be submissive.”
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But he didn’t use that reason.
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He could have asked this favor because Paul was an elder. Paul was about 60-years-old at
this time.
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The Bible teaches to respect elders. “Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of
double honor.”
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But he didn’t use that reason either.
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He could have asked this favor because slavery is not right. The Bible teaches that “there
is neither slave nor free...for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
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But Paul didn’t use that reason either.
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Paul could have used this opportunity to give a teaching about slavery. But if he did that,

then the book of Philemon would forever be known as the book that teaches about
slavery.

®fERIG6Q8NNI, iFSAISNG'IQ78é+u9t26KeJ0a:Blie:
@):BIT+E¢D[Q4UO'NRI,iIFBAISNG'IC4ul... 3Kt 26 KN
MFIl:a'a<i

Instead, Paul talks about the most important thing. Paul asked Philemon to do this favor
out of love.
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Verse 9 says, “Yet for love’s sake I rather appeal to you.”
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Paul didn’t want Philemon to welcome back Onesimus because he was commanded to do
it. Paul wanted Philemon to welcome back Onesimus on his own, from a heart of love.
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Of all the wonderful things that the Bible teaches, the greatest and most important thing
that the Bible teaches is God’s love.
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The other teachings in the Bible should not be more important than what the Bible
teaches about God’s love.

Ki<g Q32 k m e+7$- MRa9+ Q7é +RleN% ma>vi

Since Philemon had received God’s love, Paul wanted Philemon to show that same love
to Onesimus.
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Paul also wanted to repay Philemon for what had been stolen.
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We can’t just say, “I love you” to someone and expect them to forget about the wrong
that’s been done to them.
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When we are able to, we should right the wrong that’s been done in the past. By doing
this, we are showing God’s love to others.
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That’s why Paul offered to pay the debt himself. In verse 19, Paul says, “Put it on my
account—I will repay it!”
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Paul is giving us a wonderful example of how God’s love works.
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He was going to payback everything that Onesimus had stolen and wanted to restore the
relationship that was broken.
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Isn’t this is the same thing that Jesus did for us O
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We are all sinners and we have all sinned against God.
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God doesn’t have to love us and welcome us into His family.
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But God does love us and He welcomes us when we receive His forgiveness and repent
of our sins.
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And just like Paul is going to pay Onesimus’ debts, Jesus has paid our debts by dying on
the cross for our sins.
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Because Jesus died for our sins, we can enter into a relationship with God with our sins
erased.
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The book of Philemon is a somewhat amazing story. The story of Philemon is the story of

a slave who is going to be welcomed back into his master’s family, not as a slave again,
but as a brother.
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Just like God welcomes us sinners into His family, Paul wanted to give Philemon and us
an example of how to show God’s love to others.
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Paul asked Philemon a very big, hard to do favor.
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But He knew that through this favor, God’s love would win.
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The only way that Philemon could welcome Onesimus back into his house would be to
love him with God’s love.
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God’s love is stronger than any sin.
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I would like us to read one verse together from I Peter.
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I Peter is just a little bit farther than Philemon. I Peter is right after Hebrews and James.
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Please turn to I Peter 4:8.
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I Peter 4:8 says, “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude
of sins.”
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When we love others with God’s love, it covers a multitude of sins |
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How can we show this kind of love to others?
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We can show God’s love to others by loving deeply and doing the difficult things that
will model what God did for us.
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Last week, I read a story that is a perfect example of this.
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It is a story of a boy named Nozomi.
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On the first day of school, Nozomi and the other students were very nervous.
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All the students were sitting in the classroom when Nozomi suddenly stood up and ran
outside.

G®2!BDRibvM78.3J16F1'a:Bi<nKMCATQAD& RIMZF i
+¥N yFI1z00a:Bi

He returned with a bucket of cold water and poured it over the girl who was sitting next
to him.
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Everyone was astonished. The teacher had never seen such a thing and scolded him!
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She asked him repeatedly why he did such a silly thing, but he did not give her any
explanation.
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After many months passed, that class of students graduated. Nozomi was such an

exemplary boy that the teacher still wondered why he did such an outlandish thing on his
first day at school.
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"I will not get angry with you anymore, but please tell me why you did such a crazy
thing," the teacher pleaded with him.
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Only then did he tell her the whole story.
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"On the first at school we were all so nervous," The boy explained.
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"I noticed that the girl next to me was crying. Looking down, I saw a puddle and I
realized that she had lost control and actually had an accident.”
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“The only thing I could think of was to pour cold water all over her so that no one would
realize that she was crying because she had wet herself.”
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Nozomi took all the blame and the accusations of being crazy and stupid on himself, to
cover for the little girl.
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What a wonderful little boy. He sacrificed himself to take away this girls’ shame.
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Jesus sacrificed himself to take away our sin and shame.
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I’m sorry for sounding blunt, but our sins are like human waste. Before God, our sins are
filthy and they stink.
> J<ba>v/iKi<gQ$UJILPBD QQURI.Ig+I"NK& ;k)MeQ
Ji>e2128'eQJ<i
A bucket of water is not enough to wash away our sin. Jesus has come with a bucket of
his own blood to wash away our sin and our shame.
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Jesus’ love for us covers all our sins. And because of Jesus, we are welcomed into God’s
family.
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Therefore, let us always seek to know deeper levels of God’s wonderful love so that we
can love one another more deeply.
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