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This month, I am preaching two weeks in a row, and I would like to do a two-part
message for these two Sundays.

SRR, 2BHETTXYE—2ZLFIH, SEBERBICEST, 2202k
DLVTHAELLEWERVWET,

Today will be part one of a message on prayer and next week, I will conclude with the
second part.

SHIE., TOSE50—0OHVIZODVWTHRELLT, KBEES—DDEH%E
BELEVWEBRBVWET,

I would like us to look at what the book of Philippians teaches about prayer. .Please turn
to Philippians 4:6-7 and let’s read these two verses together. (Read)

EVEANOFEHEOEZAT, FAYIEDVTAZHATVWAION, —#HICRTH
EWEBVWET, EVEANDOFMH, 4 :6 - 7ZHVTTEV, 68i& 7Hi%Z
—RBICTEAEL &5,

Verse 6 starts with the words, “Do not be anxious about anything” so this message is for

people who worry. If you’ve never worried about anything, then you don’t need to listen
to the rest of this sermon.

6FilE. "AERVELBZVWT, APSHE>TLERT, TIHLS, SEOXYE
—2k, DELTWVWS (LDEENF$HD ) ALEDOLHOENDTT, &L, BTA
A SETIEVERULEBNBEA 2125, HENDECHREIBLSTEREBTT,

We all have times when we worry, don’t we? In fact, it’s impossible to live in our society
today and not encounter things that cause us to worry.

MIEBILRAARZ, DETIRAHYET, ZRIC. CO/LKXACEFATVT, O
BEAZVEVLSORBHYEEVIETT,

So Paul, in his letter to the Philippians teaches us something that is very useful and
important for our lives. He teaches us not to worry, but to offer up prayer in everything.

TIHLS, NUOR, EVEANOFBEORT, MBI, RIxZEE, &T
ERICUDCEZHATVET, NVOR., DELBEVT, H593FEICHY
ZEETFBRRSCEHATVET,

In verse 6, there are two words that describe what we offer up to God: prayer and petition.

6EIDHIC, FABY, BEICAEETFZIOAERDLTVD2DOOEENHY)
£F9, —2E&, H1WT, £5—DOFEVTT,

“Prayer” in Greek, is the general word used for praying to God. It also has the meaning
“to worship” also.

FNVEVSORFIIFET, #RICHDIKO—MNEZTET, ILEFECVSEK
EEENTLVET,



Therefore, when we are worried about something, our first action should be to remember
God and worship Him because when we pray, we are not like those who do not believe,
who may pray thinking, “It can’t hurt,” or people who think “It’s better to pray than not
to pray”, we are praying to the Almighty God, who can work in any situation of our lives.

TINS5, DEENHIHFIC, REBHARANICTEI LR, RO EZEVE
LTHETRETT, BEES, AEBEAMTIBEVSOR. "Dl &l
BVCETRABVL, &, THSHBVRYBEFT2LEESHFVV, EEXATVSHE
BREELUTVEBEVALERFREVET, ALEEATAIEE, £FOHROEABTRR
ICEBVTTERLBEO/RICHIET,

So, when we begin our prayers, it is a good idea to begin by offering up words of praise.

For example: “Dear Loving God, We praise Your name”, or “Dear God, There is nothing
that you cannot do.”

TINS, fVKOZIBFEF, BXOSTENSHHDIEVWVWERVXRT, fIRE
BT, HEEZEXLETL £H TROME, SRR, TERVWIL
H—DEHYEEAI EVWDIKDIT,

One of the reasons that we praise God is to remind us of who He is. When we come to

God through prayer, with a problem, sometimes we need to remind ourselves of how
wonderful God is so that we can pray with faith and hope.

HERCEXIIEARADO DO, BRFAESVSHEFTHDH, BFICBRALHEHE
BCETY, fiYZBLT, BROBMICABEZE > TVKKIC, BMEFEZH
DTHADEHIC, HERORBS LECZADICBAVHE I ZLEHKETT,

Therefore, words of praise at the beginning of prayer can help remind us of the wonderful
God to whom we are praying.

TIHLS, HWVORBYTOEZAT, BEOSEN, EBESLLVHERICHZIEVS
CERBVHEET<NBZNDTT,

In verse 6, the second word that describes what we offer up to God is petition. The word
petition is easy to understand because we use it often.

6 BT, HRICETZ VS ZZROPLTVR 2HBOTER. "BV, TI,
CHOERBRLSESOT, FAYZVERVEXT,

When we ask a petition or favor from someone, because we can’t do it ourselves, we
earnestly ask someone else to do it.

AEBE, A CSEVI BRI, BHTHRELVOT, #ACHEABEVT
BDHTY

When we pray to God with our petitions, we are admitting that we can’t solve the
problem on our own and we need God to work in the situation.

MEBEABRICESBVIZIRE, BEZES THERATEREVOT, BEROBITH
BBEEWS ZEZEHTVWANDTT,



When we petition God, it means that we let Him work. If you asked a friend for
something and then after you asked him, you went ahead and did it yourself, that would
be strange wouldn’t it?

FHERICEEVTZEVSERE, FRICBVLTVEESEVWSZETT, &L,
REBCALZHEEVLT, TOHEILATTENEP>TLE2 2S5, ETT
& ?

How would your friend feel? He would probably think, “Why did you ask me, if you
were going to do it yourself?”

REB, E5B5TL&S5D. THITRRIALE2IE5ES LTHRICHSEVL
EAEDS?, EBRSHEHANFTEA,

Maybe sometimes that’s how God feels. We asked Him in prayer, He was ready to work
in our lives, but then we take control and do it ourselves.

WY ZBLTEREVLEOK, B#ENBVTTE2RIC, RESAASTLTL
Fo2L5, BESKHHKEERAULDIIZBSIAELIFEEA,

When we petition God, He doesn’t need our help.

HERCOBEVTIR, BRICE, RESOBTRAESH)KREA,

After we pray, we need to watch closely and see how God is going to answer our prayer.
fiokhe, BB, BEZEERLT, BEA, ESX 2 THEATTERIHICE
BElLEFhEsYELA,

After we pray, if we watch closely over a period of time, sometimes we can see how God
is working and how He will answer the prayer.

fiokehe, ToEFXBELTHZETELARITTVDE, ESX>THEIrBVT
TE2T, ESBATTEDDHNEVSCENRATERT,

Sometimes, we can see that there is something we need to do regarding the prayer.
I, firledhe, REBSALBTNEBRIABEVWIENFDIBDBFEHET,

Other times, God gives us wisdom or knowledge that we didn’t have before and we can
see how the prayer will be answered.

Rz, BN, UBICERA > LHAEPHBZTE>T, IUDEANRASDC
EEHVFET,

But we have to remember that when we petition God, we must let Him work according to
His will.

TE, BN, BATHEAMBTAEES BV &, @RICESEVWT DI,
HODERFLCHREAVTVEESBEN HDEVWS2ETT,

God loves it when we come to Him in prayer and He is ready to answer our prayers
according to His will.

HEIE, REEN, HROLECBICT2THVEZHETIEVWS L%, BATH
S5hT, HOBYICHYICEADERBEERTESNET,



When we bring our requests to God, there are two different types of situations that we
encounter. There are times that we know how to pray and we are hoping for a certain
answer and then there are other times when we don’t know how to pray and we can’t see
what God can do.

s, BRIZEEVZTIDOICE., 2204 THFHYNVET. —2, €5
ROTHBIOAN DA 2T, MO BERAEZLEATVWRIFERTT, £5—2F, &

SHAEVVOAL N DL ST, BERICAMATEDIOIFDASBVEETT,
Today I want to talk about these two different situations. I would like to talk about the
times when we don’t know how to pray first.

SAHIE. CO2DORRICOVTHELEVERVWET, £TFIF. ES5%>TH
D2ONNDHLESBVEVSIHEICOVTBELET,

The times that we don’t know how to pray are when we have a very difficult situation
and we can’t see the solution.

AHIIKREBZRRT, BRARFE2RRABVE, ES5HNEVWLOLTASENV
BAHYET,

These are times of crisis in our lives and we often feel hopeless, scared and don’t know
what to do.

chld, REBRRT, &<, FENEGSBLULY, BhFH>T, @2 ThiE
WOWDOANTHI) KR A

A good example of this type of situation we heard last month from Pastor Masui. Do you
remember the story he shared of the woman who was pregnant with Siamese twins?

CORSBERAEDEFEOVVHIA, TABHEENSEHELLBETY, v A
MERZ, FIRLTVEZEOREZEATVS 2L VWERTAH?

There was a woman, named Mrs. Shimizu who was pregnant with Siamese twins. The
twins were joined in such a way that even if they lived, they could not be separated by

surgery.
BKEAEVSHN, DYLARERZERL TVEL LD, NFOL 2DV 5K
EXAR, £ELELTE, BBIFMETRELERTERVEEDhELI,
The doctors strongly advised her to have an abortion.

BEFEEALLE, ATHEZE<ITIOELL,
Her husband and father also thought she should have an abortion.

WEDZEAEBREAE, TOFHFVWVWER>TVWERL I,

But she was a Christian and she knew that these babies were from God.

TE, BrlE, VVRAFYT, CORERPAR., @RS TE2L0LEEVSC
ENDHP>TVWEL I,

She knew that it would be wrong to kill the life that was in her.
BOBEIZWEFZRLTREVWEHFEVEVWS CEZH>TWEL



She came to the Japan Foursquare convention in Tokyo and her story was shared before
the over 100 people who were there.

BKEAR, BEROT7A—ATVITAR2IIKT, 100 ALEOAEZEDOREIT, C
NFEZLEDOTT,

When we heard the story, our hearts were moved because of the many difficulties
involved in this situation.

BAELTVERESE, COFEZEVTOZBMEhELLE. BEES, 20K
MK, BECHELVWCENTEKEAH2IZASTT,
Before I go on with the story, I want to point out an outstanding example that this woman

is for us because of the fact that she brought this situation before a group of Christian
leaders for prayer.

RMERITADEIC, COLMY, COBMBEBZIVAF Y OU—XE-500IC, #
DTVWEEVWSZ L), RMEBILESDTERBSLVWAITHZEEVWSZEE, CC
THBEEAILE2THELLOTT,

No matter, how complicated a difficult situation may be, no matter how embarrassing a

difficult situation may be, do not bear the burden alone. Bring the problem before other
Christians for prayer.

WSBSKRETE, WKSEHTFALWRRTH>TE, —ATEORREOFICVE
WTTEL, fiDEHIC, BADTVAF Y ORICTOBEZF >TWLT
TEW(FELTTEWV),

Of course not every problem can be shared before everyone. There are some problems
that are private and best shared with only one or two trusted people.

E525A, INTORRZAABDRITHAEESEVS CERERERA, 7
TAR—RBIEEHBL, —ADPZADOBHEERDIAERLEAFVWVESRE
HV)ET,

But there are too many times when we have a difficult problem and we kept it to
ourselves. When we do this, Satan is overjoyed because we have kept the problem hidden
in the dark and we are suffering alone.

TE, REGBENF HIKIC, #HICEF/ERZVTLWRZENZYH-T, 250
SKICHAEER. BEZERBICELT—ATELLIELEDZNDT, Y22,
RWICETERT,

When we share the problem with others, the problem is in the light and we can
understand it more clearly.

BADOACEEZRL LS, TOBERK., XORICH2T, BB, TOBE
ZEDEROENEEBIDENHKBINTT,



When we bring the problem to God, it helps us to see that compared to God, it is not as
big of a problem as we thought.

ZTLT, TOMBEZHROBMICKH>TIT2 T, BELHREENTHD L, BE
. REBAB2>TVRIEE, ZTABICAREZEOTREREVEVLSZEN DAY
x5

Mrs. Shimizu had the wisdom and the courage to bring her difficult situation before a
roomful of many Christians and ask us to pray to God.

BRKEAR, IBREEREZE2T, BFOELVEEZZ<OIVAF YU —
A—E0RICE>THT, fioTES5SL5B8BVLEDTT,

But when I bowed my head to pray, I didn’t know what to pray.

k., IR EDHIC, BZTHFRLLEDN, @ZHAEVVOALZHIREBATL I,

At first, there were no words that came out of my mouth because I really didn’t know
what to pray.

MHIC, HEICAZBEWVLESVWVOAERYICOLSBA2EDT, SENE
FBATLE,

It may sound strange to you, but when we don’t know what the answer is, we are in the
best place, because we all we can do is put all our faith in God.

BTARZICESHAEANKEAY, BEANDHLSBVEEVWS DR, REERE
—BLLVEIBILVENTT, ThiFE, REBEAAL, ENZHRICESH,S
T3, (HRICEAILLBZVWHASTY)

God isn’t happy that we have a difficult problem, but He is joyful when we admit we
don’t know what to do and we cry out to Him for His help.

HEE, REBICKREBBENf BDEVSCEEZBEATESNDDOTIEEELT,
BAEBETRHRESLTLWLOADASHEVEVWS ZEZRH T, BIFTWEEL
O, REBFBRICUSFCEZEATHESNET,

He’s God and He knows what to do.

HREBETTLS, ME2TAhEVVDOALAZZFEATT,

When we trust Him completely with our problem, He probably is thinking, “Finally you
trust me. [ was waiting to show you how much I love you and what my will is for you.”

B, B2OBEICODVWT, Z2ICHKREFBLIZS., @&k, "Po&.
HEeFELT<KNELIER, ENBEHBLEZEL, ENESBLZE>TVR0

DERDITEDICHF>TVELEL EBRDNBIAEHNELEA,
When I finally started praying for Mrs. Shimizu, I prayed, “God, Your will be done.”

Pk, Po2EBKESADLEHICHEBS IR, "THEK, HBLZOEBOLORRICE
WEITELSIC, EUERLLE,

This is something that we can pray in any situation. “God, may Your will be done.”
Mk, EABRACH>TE, "#HEK, HBLOEFOCORRICAN KT LS
Iy EMBDENTEERT,



I also prayed in tongues. For those who have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit and
speak in tongues, we can pray in tongues when we don’t know what to pray. Praying in
tongues allows the Holy Spirit to pray through you.

iE, BETERVELE, BEONTTANZZT AN, @Z2F2E2500
DHLTHSBEVEIC, EESTHRCENHRET, EETHREVS50E. EE
., BPZBLTIH>TTEREVNS2ETY,

I also prayed that God would reign over this situation.

., BEYS, BRKEAOKRROLICEXZERLUTTEDRSICHMYEL I,

This is also something we can pray in any situation. We don’t need to know what God is
going to do, but we can pray that God would reign over the difficult situation.

chid, EABBETE, fMBIENTEXT., KN, HEZBETIOHZEHD
BBEHVERBAN, #EN, KEGRAOELCXBELTTERRSICHDICL
AHEKET,

Pray that God would reign with power and authority over everything in the difficult
situation.

HEY, TOBBEOLIL, HEEBZE > TXBEND IS 2>TTEL,

We can also pray that God would redeem this situation. Jesus is our Redeemer and He
specializes in taking horrible situations and making something wonderful come out of
them.

B, #EN, COREZBBEZE2>TTERLIICEMBIENHERKRETT,
A IRk, REEOEVET, OEVRREALS, ERSLWVWIEILEATTE
2HEANBEHEFTT,

Never forget that God has taken each one of us, who were sinners and lost, and He saved
us and redeemed us for His glory.

BEE, BAICKATVREATHIHIEE-—AVDENZ, RLTERNICES
BVWT, CHEOREZRDILZOHIC, KV, B>TTELVERLE,

Y ou probably still remember how God worked in Mrs. Shimizu’s situation, but I want to
simply share it with you again and give God the glory.

TR EDIRD>THEKRKEAORRAIZBVTTE 210D, EFAAEATVSSL
PREBVETH, BREICHFELL T, BRIERXZEFTLEVERVET,
Mrs. Shimizu decided to have the babies.

BKEAR, REXPAZECCEICROEL I,

The babies died shortly after they were born.

HRERPAR, EXNTHEBRSTSAKY KL L,

The babies were named and they had a funeral. If they were aborted, then this would not
have happened.

ZADHFERAICEFRBEINF DFonT, BEXZLEFLE, L, AIHigEL
TWES, CO& B IERBEI2EEFTTT,



Through this experience, Mrs. Shimizu’s husband and father saw the value of life and
both of them became Christians and were baptized.

CORRBREBLT, BRKEADSEAEBREAN, GOEEEHAVY, —ALL
DIVAFY2ICBEST, BILZZTERL I,

When we first heard of this situation, it seemed like an impossible situation.

E, BOTEKESADZELODVWTHWER, ETEARTAREBRALEEBRVE
L7,

But when we prayed and offered this situation to God, He was able to do something
wonderful that we never could have imagined.

TEH, HICH > THRCBMVZET R, #%E. RESHABRBEHREL I
ERESLWCEZLTTE212DTT,

Even though the Siamese twins died, they are now in heaven.

FEZ, DVYLARERATLKB2TLER2L£ELTE, 2ARFSKEICVERT,

One day, when the father and the husband die, they will also be in heaven because
through this situation they decided to believe in Jesus.

CORRZBLT, CEAELEBREANMIAKREZBLUD CEZLICRHIZDT,
WODBEAPTLKBIRARTE, HSEREICVWAENTEDNDTY,

When we have difficult situations where we can’t see the answer, let us trust Jesus and
through prayer, offer up the situation to Him, so He can be redeem the situation for His

glory.
ZBANRBABOVREBRRICVDIE, A TAKZEELT, fTYZEL THED
BICEEZRE >TITEERL LD, T5ThIE, CBEEBORXZERDILHIC, ¥
DRAEBOTFEVET,

The other type of situation is when we know how to pray.

E5—DDRAT &, BN, ESX>2>THNEVVOLI DL BETT,
There are situations where the Bible instructs us how to pray. For example, we are taught
to pray for healing because Jesus is our Healer.

ESP2THNEVLVDOLZ, BEENHATVRECEEHYERT, HlaEF, 1
TAKRRERIEZEORLETINS, WLOLOOHWICOVTEZERZFHATLR
ERD

We can also pray for salvation because Jesus is our Savior.

A IR, BRESORVETINS, BRLOLDICEMBDENHEREXT,

We can pray for healing and for salvation because we know that this is God’s will.
s, BLERVOLEOICWHBDCENTEERT, ThfBEROBLEEVS
CENDTHBHASTT,

But then there are other times when we think we know what is best.

TE, BEBR, AF—FBVLVOLFBEITONDERSIBEH KT,



I’'m going to tell you another story that you have already heard before, so forgive me, but
it is a perfect example of what we thought was best.

£5—D, ABETARBESHICHVWLEREZOTRHLRZVOTIN, BDLED
EAN—BRADEEBRLEVVBINFHYET,

Before we bought this building for our church, there was another house for sale in
Akenodaira that we wanted to buy.

s, SVWBCOEYE, HLELTBATRHIC, AUHTOFEICH> =
BOREBALEVEE>TVERLE,

It was an unusual house because it was bigger than most homes. It had three stories and
had a parking lot that would fit 12 cars.

ORLNERELST, 5&2EBLVRTULE, ZBETT, 2ARRASE
BEHFHYERL I,

It was on the main street in Akenodaira, across from the public hall and it was the perfect
house.

HBITODEDXAZARNI—=REL, RREOEAAVT, U2V ORTL L,
Pastor Masui, Chie, Mitsuyo and I saw the house and we thought it was wonderful. It was
the perfect house to buy.

BHREETREAEHDITALNN, TORZRT, ZRSLVWERV, B
ATBRICE—FVOREEBWVWRL I,

We talked to the real estate agent and he agreed to hold the house for us, and we started
making plans to buy it.

TEEBTAICELT, TOREHEZATHVTESSHNERELELT, BES5%
fEzBOEL =,

But a couple months later, we found out that he sold the house to someone else without
telling us.

TE, 27 A%, EBIC—FEEL<, BLPOALCTEShTVWEZENF DAY E
L7z,

We were angry, we were disappointed and we were confused.

s, BYOKFEENHY ., 22 LT, ESLTLVLVOLITAYERA
Tl %o

We knew that that was the perfect house for our church.

ZORN ., HRELTRBLZOBRVWREEE>TVWEASTT,

What we didn’t know that when we began praying for a house to buy, God was already
preparing this house to be put on the market.

TORZESLEHICHMVBOTVER, BREBICE, BENCOREZ:ES EHEE
FTILBE2TVELVS ZENTHAYEREATL I,

When this house, right across the street from the Suzukis went up for sale, we couldn’t
believe it.

ZTLT, 2O, HBAROBEAVORATSNATVWDEVNSENFDh 2., B
UshxrBATL .



10

You know how the story turned out.

AEEA, COBAITORESB2IZD. £E5HBDHMTT LN,

We thought we knew what was best. We thought we saw everything.

Mtk —FEVLORALFDHA 2T, IXNTOZENFRALEE>TVERL
oo

We don’t know everything and we can’t see everything. We need to trust God because
He alone sees everything and knows what is best for us.

5, AEA55L, AERATVERA. BREFHFIRTOIENRR
T, AEBLESTAN—BLLWOAEZHFATIN S, 5@, BEEEHR
TIRENBYET.

Whether we don’t know what to pray, or whether we think we know how to pray, we
need to trust God. Trusting God remains the same no matter what the situation is.

AEFREVVOAHHSBEVES, HHBBTE, BECEELETRERY
Fth, ENESBRROBPIH>TE, WEEEWID LR, EPYES
EY A

We have a God in whom we can put our trust. He loves us and knows what is best for us,
no matter what the situation is. Therefore we can come to Him with thanksgiving.

MEBICE, EEERZIBENSBSNET, EABRRRICHE>TE, #EN.
EE5EZBLTHSN, MEBICEDTAN —BVVWCEBOAEZFHNTT, T
THS, BEEE > THEDEZAICITLKZENEFKET,

We have a God who loves us more than we know, whose plans for us are more wonderful
than we can imagine, therefore, we can be thankful and offer up all our prayers and
petitions.

HEE, BREBSAB>TVWAULEICHLEEZEBELTHESN, REBHNEEBTDEL
WETESLVEEZF >TEShET, TINS, B, B#HEE-T,
IXNTOMYYEBVWZES S TR ENHKZDTT,



