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Matthew 22: 36-38
~A4 1422 :36—38
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is
the first and greatest commandment.”
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When Jesus was asked, “Which is the greatest commandment?, simply put, His answer
was that the greatest command is to “love God.”
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Recently, I’ve been thinking about what Jesus’ answer to this question was and the more
I think about it, the more unusual I think this commandment is.
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First of all, it’s unusual because it’s not a religious answer.
D OFTLLNERI D RHATCEREATEDY THA,
According to man’s thinking, a religious answer would sound something like, “Obey
God.”
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Or, “Serve God.”
o, MRz RS,
Or, “Spread the gospel.”
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But Jesus said that the greatest commandment is to love God.
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When people think about religion, they often think that there are a lot of rules to obey.
ANEZ, RBEOZ L EEZT, bl < SADNL— L Z5F 5T iE
i nER S b LivkE A,
Or some people may think that religion is about a lot of things that you aren’t allowed to
do.
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Obeying rules and conforming to a certain program is not the way God thinks, it is the
way man thinks.
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Many religions in the world are about obeying rules and conforming to a certain program.
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For example, Islam.
oL ZE A AT LH,
Do you know what the word “Islam” means?
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“Islam” is an Arabic word that means “submit” or “surrender”.
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When I found out the meaning of this word, I was taken aback, because I felt like the evil
truth of Islam was exposed.
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I was taken aback.
The focus of Islam is for the people to surrender and follow very rigid rules and live a
strict lifestyle.
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In fact, Islamic teaching is so strict that it is okay to kill others who do not follow Islam.
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Man-made religions focus on what man needs to do. Christianity focuses on who God is.
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This is an important point, so I want to repeat this. Man-made religions focus on what
man needs to do. Christianity focuses on who God is.
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I just told you what the word Islam means and how it exposes the truth about Islam. Now
let’s look at what the word Christianity means.
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“Christianity” of course, comes from the word “Christ.”
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“Christ” is a Greek word that means “anointed” or “chosen one”.
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And the Jews understood that the Christ was their Messiah, their Savior.
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So the word “Christianity” exposes that Jesus Christ is our Savior.
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Christianity shows us that because God loves us, He sent Jesus to save us.
FU XML, MR, R HBZELTWLHDOT, FebZRo7Toolz, /A=A
REBS 2TLIESH LN T EZH X TWET,



No matter how many rules we obey, there is nothing that we can do on our own to be
good enough and save ourselves.
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Jesus has taken our sins on the cross, forgiven us and because of Jesus, we can have a
relationship with God.
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Therefore, Christianity focuses not on rules we need to obey, but on how wonderfully
magnificent and loving God is.
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Christianity is not religious at all. In fact, Jesus often criticized the religious leaders of the
day for being too strict and for making rules more important than God and the people.
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Christianity is not a religion, it is having a relationship with God.
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And the best relationship is where both parties have mutual love for one another.
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We already know that God loves us, because He has provided salvation for us through
Jesus Christ, therefore, all we need to do is love God back.
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Because God loves us, we love God.
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This is why Jesus said that the greatest commandment is to love God with all our heart,
our soul and our mind.
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The greatest commandment focuses on the fact that our relationship with God is more
important than anything else.
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Let’s read together one more time, Jesus’ words to us in verses 37 and 38. (Read.)
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Earher, I said that Jesus’ words were unusual because they don’t sound religious. There is

also another reason why I think Jesus’ commandment is very unusual.
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Instead of the word [ | (imashime). Do you know how this word is translated into

the English Bible?
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Commandment.

.



Now whether Jesus uses the word 7 (imashime), which means, “warning” or
“teaching”, or whether he uses the word “commandment”, we would have to agree that
Jesus is giving us a commandment here in verse 37.
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And what is unusual to me, is that loving is not something that we can command
someone else to do.
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We can command someone to do what we say.
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We can command someone to obey us.
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For example, sometimes we command our children, and we say something like “Be sure
to come home by this time.”
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Or, “Be sure to hold my hand when we cross the street.”
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These are things that we tell our children in a strong voice because we want them to obey.
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But have you ever commanded your children to love you?
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“You must love me!!”

(FaZLpEn! !
It sounds strange, doesn’t it? We would never say to someone else, “Love me!”.
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Loving is not something that can be commanded of us, yet Jesus commands us to love
God.
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Why?
EoLT?
It goes back to what I said before. Being a Christian is not about joining a religion, it’s
about having a relationship with God.
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Believing in Jesus Christ doesn’t mean that you decide to go to church every Sunday,
pray every day and follow the teachings in the Bible.
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Although all those things are good, we decide to believe in Jesus out of response to God’s
love.
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If we truly understand that God loves us so much that He sent His only Son, Jesus to die
on the cross for us, then our only response is to fall before Him and love Him with all our
hearts.
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Man’s only response to God’s love is to love Him in return.
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The only thing we can do for God is to receive His love and love Him back.
MERDTZDIZ L THIT D Z &id, THHDELZ S TWAT, BT DI & Ltk
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The goal is not to go to church and pray. The #1 goal is to love God. We go to church, we
pray and we follow the teachings in the Bible because we love Him.
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If we love God with all our heart, we will naturally obey Him and do anything that would
please Him.
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Because of our human thinking, we don’t always put loving God as our first priority.
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We often think, I want to serve God and do things for God.
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Please don’t misunderstand me, of course serving God is a good thing, but it is focused
on what we can do for God.
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God wants us to love Him first.
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When our first desire is to love God, then going to church, reading the Bible and praying
become a joy for us. They are not something we do out of obligation.
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When we make loving God our first priority, then living a Christian life becomes easier
and we are set free from focusing on ourselves.
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I want to share with you about three different people who set a good example of loving
God.
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The first person is a very good friend of my family. She is my Aunty Nazelie.
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In the United States, we use the term “aunt” in a little way that in Japan.
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Besides calling a real aunt “aunty”, we sometimes call a close family friend “aunty” as a
term of endearment. It has a very good meaning and image to call someone aunt or aunty.
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So, because we love her so much, my sister and I always called her Aunty Nazelie.
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When I think of something who loves God with all their heart, I think of Aunty Nazelie.
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People who know Nazelie, will usually comment about how she is always smiling.
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She loves God very much and her face reflects God’s love.
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She has a sincere love for God that she prioritizes loving God above all other things.
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Even though she always attends church, she doesn’t become overly busy doing God’s
work.
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When she studies the Bible, she truly enjoys it and applies what she learns to her life.
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And when she prays, she doesn’t pray out of obligation, but she prays because she truly
enjoys spending time with God.
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She told me once, that if she ever misses her quiet time with God, her day is just not right.
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She loves God with all her heart, so spending time with God every day is a joy for her
and something she wouldn’t want to miss.
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She is now in her 80s and every time I go to Los Angeles, I always prioritize seeing
Aunty Nazelie because she is such an example to me of loving God.
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The second person I want to share with you about is a well known Christian leader and
author named Dick Eastman.
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I heard him share a story once that showed me about loving God with all your heart.
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Dick Eastman spends a lot of time every day praying to God.
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Incidentally, people who spend a lot of time praying to God, spend most of their prayer

time not asking God for requests, but praising Him, worshiping Him and expressing their
love for Him.
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One day, he was praying and he was expressing to God how much he loved Him.
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He told God, “I love you so much. What else can I do to show you how much I love

you?”
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God said to him, “Would you dance before me?”
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Now, I don’t know what you would think about dancing before God, but let me just tell

you, that dancing before God is in the Bible.
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The greatest King of Israel in all history, King David, danced before God with all his

heart.
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He showed his love to God by dancing with all his might before God.
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Because David’s wife thought he was foolish, she became barren for the rest of her life.
ZETORL S, HIE, IR eZ L TLESTEESTND, she

became barren for the rest of her life.

When Dick Eastman heard this, he thought, “I don’t know how to dance. I'm
embarrassed to dance.”
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But because he loved God with all his heart, he started to dance before God.
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If anyone saw him dancing, they probably would have thought that he was foolish, just
like David’s wife thought he was foolish.
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But when he sacrificed his own comfort level before God and expressed his love by
dancing before God, God blessed him tremendously and he was able to receive more
from God than before.
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Isn’t it true that people in love sometime do crazy things?
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If we are in love with God, then sometimes we may do something that the world sees as
foolish.
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But when we express our sincere love for God, He rejoices and we are blessed even more.
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The last person I want to share with you about is someone that you all have heard of —
Francis Xavier.
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Francis Xavier was the man who first brought the gospel of Jesus to Japan in 1549.
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He was very intelligent and highly educated.

7Ty Aa e, bk b o TH < T, highly educated.

He worked incredibly hard as a missionary.

HHAEZ LB LT, —pikmiIzonTnE L,

He went to many, many countries from Europe to India and as far east as Japan.
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It is hard to say how many people believed in Jesus because of his ministry, but it is said
that he baptized more than 30,000 people.
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Francis Xavier has an important place in the history of Japan and he is highly regarded by
both Christians and non-Christians.
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But out of all the things he accomplished in his life, the most important thing that he did
was that he loved God.
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His love God was first above all other things.
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I recently found a poem that he has written. I think it was originally written in Portuguese.
SVNE A, BT 7T v Ra s FEZARENWLLERAOTE L, HA,
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It was translated into English in the 1800s, but the English is very archaic and difficult.
19T, HREICOC SN R LIZD, TOIGEEE, 52< T LT,
Together, Miyuki-san and I translated his poem into Japanese and I would like to read it
for you.
HPESAEVSLRIZT Ty Aa s FETARENZ L2 AAGEIZRS LT,
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LOVE FOR GOD

My God, I love Thee; not because

I hope for heaven thereby,

Nor yet because who love Thee not
Are lost eternally.

Thou, O my Jesus, Thou didst me
Upon the cross embrace;

For me didst bear the nails, and spear,
And manifold disgrace,

And griefs and torments numberless,
And sweat of agony;

Yea, death itself; and all for me
Who was thine enemy.

Then why, O blessed Jesus Christ,
Should I not love Thee well?

Not for the sake of winning heaven,
Nor of escaping hell;

Not from the hope of gaining aught,
Not seeking a reward,

But as Thyself hast loved me,

O ever-loving Lord.

So would I love Thee, dearest Lord,
And in Thy praise will sing;

Solely because Thou art my God,
And my most loving King.

Francis Xavier, 1506-1552
Translated by Edward Caswall, 1814-1878.

Let’s make loving God our #1 priority in life.
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Let’s encourage one another, not by how hard we work, or by what we say or do, but by
our love for God.
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Let us love God with all our heart, our mind and our souls.
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