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Read Luke 2:8-20.

ILHh2:8-20%HmT.

Jesus was born in Israel, in the town of Bethlehem.

ATREE., A RATZIILORY LALICEEERNICBEYEL L,

The capital of Israel is Jerusalem.

AAZILOEERK. TIYLALTY,

Bethlehem is a small village that is located about 8 kilometers south of Jerusalem.

RYLALEVWSORPNEBENT, TIYLLLSSFOREREOHZICHY XTI,

While Jerusalem is a capital city, it’s known as the “holy city”” and has a wonderful image,
Bethlehem is a small village and did not compare with a big important city.

TILHL AR, BETHDEEEIC, BEBDHEFENRTVWT, ETEVLLVAX
—INFBYETH., RYLALK, NEBRT, RELMBHEFEXNEDIZKY)
FHATL S

Even today, when you say the name of big important cities, they carry a certain image
that impresses people.

STE, ETEREBHACRVVAX=IHH>T, TOHOHFFZESTS &,
ARREBEILEY,

People will often ask me, what city in the United States are you from.

ME. "TTAIVADQECHASKSNIZOTIN 7?21 EX<BELNET,

When I say, Los Angeles, people will often say “How cool” or “Wow, Los Angeles!”
FTCT TAYVEIATY, £BADE, "THA2Z2V0WVTTh, & TTZVT
Thy EEDLIET,

People all over the world have heard of Los Angeles and people have a certain image of
Los Angeles.

HRPOANLEESDN, O ELAEVSHOZEZA>TVWT, OV EILAL
HLTD, HEIBREDAX—J2FHE>TVERT,

Although I was born and raised in L.A. and I love my city, because it’s my own
hometown, so I don’t think it’s particularly “cool”.

ME, OV ELATEENE 2T, TOHANFKRFETREHYEIHN. BHTD A
BEETINS, P22V ERREARBSTVEREA,

Now I live in Akenodaira. I also love Akenodaira and am glad that this is where I live.

SHE. BIFOFICFEATLIRTS, HHOFERFET, CZILFEATVSN
AL IIELLERVET,



But when people in Japan ask me where I live, and I say Akenodaira, not only does no
one say, “How cool!”, but almost no one has heard of Akenodaira.

BERICVWAIALSBIZL, TECIEFATLRTL, EHIMNT, "HHOFTT .
EBAFRIN., "THHOFETIA, H22VWTTh, £EF2T<ABANVEL
EZBD, HBUTOFZH>TVDIARHIR)VWEE A,

People will often respond like, “Akenodaira?”’

&L, THHOF? 7?7, LHAERENFTT,

Even people who were born and raised in Sendai don’t know where Akenodaira is.
WETEERNBE2ILATE, HUHOFHFECLEHIONZHSBVANFVET,
But there is one important landmark here that everyone knows.

TE, S, EENH>TVREEBZBHAN—DOHY)ET,

Tomiya JUSCO!

E/MNJUSCO!

If I say, “Do you know where Tomiya JUSCO is?”, then everyone says, “Oh yeah, oh
yeah, Tomi JUS!!”

BEAODYAOZHA>TVERIL ? EETE. AR, TRV, BV, ED ¥
ATL& 1 EEVET,

If I say, Akenodaira is right next to Tomiya JUSCO, then everyone understands where
Akenodaira is!

HITOERE, EROZYAOADIKIELKTIR, £EFAE. HITOENEZILSH
Bh, HICTEITSIEDAYNET,

If we had to choose, Bethlehem is more like Akenodaira than it is like Los Angeles.
EE50EVDSE, RYLALK, OY2EILAREVWSKNELYE, HTDOF
ICETWVWBRERVWET,

It’s not too big, but it’s a nice place to live.

TABRICKRESRBBLSTE, FEOICRIVWEISETT,

It doesn’t have an impressive image, but it’s not far from a big city.
CHREVILEHRDIHRDAX—DRBYEEAN, REBAHSEZTSBMIATE
WEEBA.

It reminds me a little of Akenodaira, except it doesn’t have a JUSCO!

RYLAAZ., FACES T, B&2EHTOFEBVREBCEEET, ¥ 2
HYEEBATER,

Even though I have read the Christmas story many times, this year, I learned something
new and very important about Bethlehem that really made a big impact on me. It helped
me to see even more clearly why Jesus came to earth.

E, SKTICAPET VAR ADREEZHRALCENHYRITHN, SF. XYL
ALIZDOVT, RICESDTETEHENT, KYIBZEROHZIHL W e Z2ZFT
Tl TNADA2LIEILEELIT, ESLTAIARN ZOHRIZKRSNI=ZD
PEVSZEN, UBIKYEE2EF 28 ZHBDLDICBY) KL,



Today, I want to share that with you.
SHE., ABEALCEDEZHFELEVERVET,

The village of Bethlehem had lot of sheep and what was special about the flocks of sheep
that were in Bethlehem is that they were used for the temple sacrifices in Jerusalem.

RYLALEVWSHIZE, FFEKEAVT, ZIILEVWRFOENICEK, Bil%
BOASHYRLIZ, TAHYLAOEHET, WHFICZELTAVWSATVWENTT,

In Jerusalem, there was a big temple.

TIHYLAKCEKE, REZHRLIBY XL L,

The original temple is of course not standing today, but when I was in Jerusalem this
summer, [ went to the old city of Jerusalem and saw the original temple mount. It is still
there.

COEBE, EERAASEEYELTRE>TVWEEBAD., SENOE, AT
HLACT 2R, ZVHICT>2T, TOHBOLTAEETEELEE>TVWEDT
BT&EFLLE,

The foundation is huge. In the temple that was there, all the Jews in Israel would gather
to worship and offer sacrifices to God.

ZTOXEE. ETEEVEDNDTT, TIILH2>E/ERT, 1 AZIINICVWBRIAR
TALBEBEZLEL, WHTCAZBTREHICEXR>TVELE,

One of the most common animals that was sacrificed was a lamb. These lambs came
from special herds that were in Bethlehem.

WHIERELTR<BIFSNEBWO— 2@, FETLE. COFER. RYL

ANLCHZDBRBENDSELEDTT,

Whether the shepherds that we just read about in the Luke passage were the ones that
were watching the sheep that were to be used for the temple sacrifices or not, we can’t
say for sure, but at least the shepherds that were greeted by the angels would have known
about the temple flocks and the purpose for which these sheep were being raised.

REERALE, LAZBILEVTHI2FHAVESHY, TOHBOVWTFICZERDTF
FOEFEZLTCVEFHRVBONES D, BABZIEREATEAN, 2B<LL
&, RELSICHA > LEFHAVEBR, FOFIhOIEE, BERTVLITFICRER
BFFEOEEA>TVEOREAEERVET,

Therefore, the fact that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, in the same city where the lambs
for the temple sacrifices were raised, has very important meaning.

TIAS, AZTAKEN, WHICRAEBDFFENFETSNEHNERURY LALILL
BEFENLCB2LEVSZELCR, ETERUNBERNIBYET,
Let’s look at the comparison between the lambs in Bethlehem and Jesus’ birth.

RYLANLDFOHENE, A TAROBLEZENTHEVERWVWERT,
First of all they were both born in Bethlehem.

FTAHIC, FE, 1 TAKE, RYLALTEEFNELL,



Next, in the Old Testament, God commanded that the first-born male animal be used as a
sacrifice, so the lambs that were sacrificed were the first-born males. (Ex. 13:12-13)

X2, HWEET., K. BUOIICEELHEOSHYE., WHICZELTETS
KDICEEPNELE, TITAS, WHICRICEB 2 EFFRE., BYICEENLH
NDFETLE,

Jesus was the first-born male child of Mary.

AIAKEE, YUVICEENLERBYOBEOFTL 1=,

Next, when God established this practice of sacrificing the first-born animal, it was called
the Passover Feast. The Passover Feast is the most important of the Jewish festivals.

R, B, BRUOCERNLEBYZVFICAELTRITFRLSICEEOSNLE
CElF, BEBLOKYERFEATOVERT, chix, IFTAOBRYOHT,
—BRUBEHERY T,

When Jesus was crucified, he was crucified during the time of the Passover Feast.
AIABRFTFRIELI TSSO, COBEBLORY)OFHRTL I,
Lastly, the sheep were taken to Jerusalem to be sacrificed.

REIC, WHICAERBRDFFESE, TV LACEATITANEL L,
Jesus was crucified in Jerusalem.

AIAEE, TLYLALT, tFREATShIRL L,

All these things are not coincidences.

ChSDIXNTOIER], BRBIBATREEVWERVET,

These things indicate to us Jesus’ purpose for coming to earth.

cnsOlERFR, 1 TARN CORICKRShI-BNZ, REBICRLTVET,
Jesus came to be our sacrifice for our sins by dying on the cross for us.

AIAKR, TFRICADESNDEILL2T, RESOROBEHEEDEHIC
COIICRSNEL I,

And, Jesus is often called the “Lamb of God”.
TNTAIAKR L "THOFF, EHENEDOTT,

Like the lambs in the temple flocks, Jesus, the first-born son, was born in Bethlehem, and
was taken to Jerusalem to die during the Passover Feast.

HEROBCOFOFFERURSIC, RAVICEFTILEBOF, 1 TAKRE, XY
LALIEBEFNICZ 2T, BEBRLOKY OKIZ, EREHICTILYLAILE
NTITHIPNhEL I,

Nowadays, when we hear talk about sacrificing animals, it sounds strange and seems
somewhat archaic. People don’t do this now.

SHTR, BFL00LHICBYZVFICZAICTRIEVWSOE, BICEZAT,
5&2EHRICBAFTTH, SEES, TOELIBIERFLERA

I would like to explain the meaning of why people would sacrifice animals.
ESLT, TOEOALERE., BWZVTICAICLEOA, FHBLEVWERVE
ER



God created human beings and He created us to have fellowship with Him and He also
created a beautiful world for us to live in.

HERIE, AEBSABZESNELEDN, HEREDBERZF DEHICESNEDT
T, T, #EE, B FEOLEHIC, ELVWHERZEESNEL I,

But, you can just watch the news on TV, look at the things that are happening in our
society, and see how our world is full of crime, injustice and sin.

TH, TLECHTLKZZ1 A, HORTRI2DTVWEILZRD L, Z0O
ik, BEPFE, FEFESTHORRLELEWS ZENTHLY KT,

Anytime we do something wrong, we are not living like God created us to live and this
type of living is rebelling against God, who created us.

MEBHABVWIEZLTLE2 LS, HEFEATEShBEFEZLTLWEWVS
ELLBYRTL, TOLIBLETFER, MEBZE>TTE 2 LHERORICRTS

CEICBEBDNDTT,

Anytime that human beings rebel against God, whether it’s something big like killing
someone, or whether it’s something small like saying a harsh word to someone else, it
separates us in our relationship with God.

RAEVWSERERFETHSS L, FHELCRLTOEVWZEZESBRE, —RD
TEKBABDLOBRETHHS L, HRICEFZOTLES, REBREERLSBENT
LXVET,

Anything wrong that we do separates us from God.

BN TD, EABREBVWILETE, ThREERL SHLEEZRHLTLESOT
EE

Because God created mankind and He desires for us to always have a good relationship
with Him, in the olden days, He showed the people how to restore their relationship with
him by offering a sacrifice for their sins.

HERE, ABEZESNKT, MEBSEVVBRER OCEZLEATHESNITIN S,
B, BYMZEVITICAELTETFRIZEICE 2T, EDLSICHERENDERZE
BThEVWLDOALrEVNS LR, AQICRLTTE2/12DTT,

The sacrifice would restore people’s relationship with Him and that’s why people would

sacrifice a lamb at the temple in Jerusalem. They were sacrificing an animal for their own
sins, so that they could receive forgiveness and have the relationship with God restored.

B, BOLESALLEROLEDICVWVTFIEAZEBETREICL2T, BLZVE
EE, #REOBERZBEIDLEHIC, TIFLLOBBRTFFEZETTVEL
And just like the lambs that were born and raised in Bethlehem to be used as a sacrifice to
God, Jesus was born to be a sacrifice for us.

ZLT, RYLALIZEENES2T, VHICRAETRLEHIEEDLDNTVWEFFE
BUKSIC, F1TAKRE, REEOBBREBDLEDICHERNICEYELLE,



Because God loves the world so much, He sent His Son Jesus to be a one-time sacrifice
for all mankind.

HEFICOUHZEETEZBELTHESNETITAS, " EOBUTINTOAERS -
HIC, CHEOVEYFAIAKEZ, COMICE>TTFE 20T,

The reason why people don’t sacrifice animals now is because there is no need to. Jesus
died on the cross for all mankind. That is why He is called The Lamb of God.

S, ABrBMEBRBICLEVERG, 1 TAKY, RESAABDLOIC, &
HEBD>TTFRIDNDASNEDT, E5TOXENFBZVWASTT, ENS5AT
AR THOFFE EFENRTVDDOTY,

Whoever believes in Jesus, can receive God’s forgiveness and be in a permanent
relationship with God.

HTESAITAKRZFBLULES, HEROMLZWVWEEVWT, KEICHEREDERE
BOCENTEFRT,

There is not one person who lives a perfect life and who is free from sin.
FTELEFELT, BFOBVARK, —AETVEEA,

No matter how wonderful someone may seem when you look at him/her, we all have a
part in our own heart that keeps us from doing the things we know we should do.

EMTHhLZMETHNI, EABICEBSLSKRADATE, WNZEZLELDE
BoTE., DOEIHIE, ThZEEsBBVWEIHFVET,
We all need a Savior and that’s why Jesus came to be born in Bethlehem.
MIEBHRABICEK., ROWEANDBETT, EASAITAKE. RYLALLZEREN
BIEHICKSNEZDTT,
There are two things that [ would like you to remember today.
SHE., ABEAIKL, ZDO2OCEZEBATVWEEELZVERVWET,
These are the two main points of the Christmas story.
cOCERF, VTVDARADBREDZ=ZD2DOXA> KAV KT,

1. God does love each and every one of us.

—2k, HEREF, REB-—A-AZBLTHESNBDEVSCETT,

We were born to be loved.

lBlE, BEhDEHICEENEL L
There is that song that Kids Choir sings, “You Were Born to Be Loved.”

FYX D74V —=HKS., "BR. BEhdLhEFERhi, EVWSHN
HV)ET,

We have sung that many times in many places, I have heard other people sing it in
other places. I think there is always someone who cries when they hear that song.

Mrzslk, WALBRRKIC, WALWABMTIORZHRVELLL, R,
LOAR, BOTIL—TH, COREHSOEZBVICENBYETH,
TITRVOE, BKADRIC, RIBDHHFVS2LPVERT,



Why does that song always make people cry?

ESLTZOHN, WVOEALDREZFESDOTLESIN?

There is nothing in life greater than love and the thought that we were born to be
loved touches our hearts.

ThiE, AECHVT, BRYEARYTEBS LV R BELVEWVWSZE
E, REBREBEENDEHICEFENLEOLEEVS LN, DICBRBZRES
NDIEEBVWXT,

This message of this song is true. We were born to receive God’s love.
CORDAY E—DRAEHOETT, B, HHROBZZTHEH
ICEFRNEZNTT,

The God that created each one of us wants us to receive His love.

M- A—AZESIIE®EKE. B, CEBZOEZZTANTE
LWEBSTHSNET,

This room is full of fathers and mothers and I know that you understand this point.
colllF, BREAXPBHEEIANESETAVSDLYPVERTAS, D
ElE, RABEANKLKIFERMELERVWET,

Each of you love your children very much and you want them to know that they
are loved and there would be nothing greater that you could give them than to
receive your love.

CCICVBEZTAR., CETOHBFETAZELTESNETL, FELL
58, BEhTVBRZEZFA2TRLVWEE>TVS2L®»BEEL
T, HTANEBZERADZZELVERERBSLLVBYYEHY XA

That’s how God feels about us. He loves us and wants us to receive His love.
W, B0 EE, AULKSICBR>THEShET, AEB5ZELT
HESNT, TOBEZTANTELVERDTHESNET,

. God sent Jesus to be born in Bethlehem as our Savior.

—OBR., #&KE., 1 TAEZ. REBEORVEELT, RYLAAT
EENBZLEHIC, CORICES>TTFE2LEVWSZETT,

Because we continually do the things that we know we shouldn’t do, we need a

Savior and Jesus sacrifice on the cross gives us forgiveness for our sins and
restores our relationship with God.

BEEL, LTRVEFBEVEDADTVWRZEZLTLEVETHLS,
RESICERVEANDUETT, TCTAIABR., RESAROHFLES
T. HEREDBEEREEEBETHLEHIC, TFRICAHIASNEDTT,

Therefore, the Christmas story that we read in the Bible today that Jesus was born
is great news for us.

TINS, SEHFRALE., COMIARFIBERNICBZ2LEVWSTUAR
ADGEE, BEBICE2TEBESLVWAISETT,



Jesus’ birth is the best gift to us.

ATAEKOREER, RLEBICE2T—HFEVVEYYEDOTT,

I know that a big part of Christmas these days is exchanging gifts.

CCRIETE, JUARARETARE., 7LEYRMRBAETRICBE>TVE
9,

Well, God has given us a wonderful gift this Christmas by giving us His Son.
But, it is up to us whether we choose to receive the gift for ourselves.

BEA . COVVARA, BB, CEFOF. A TAKZETE 2L
WSDk, EBFSLVBYPLEERVERTHN, EE5—A—AN. COB
WHZEZTANZAESHZ, BATERLBETAERY REA

To receive this gift, all we need to do is believe that Jesus died for us and receive
His love. Receiving Jesus will give us an everlasting relationship with God.

COBEYYESHDEHICE. A TABIMEEOLEOHICEATTE 212
EVWSZEEELUT, BEOEEZIFRDETT, A TAEEZSHFANE
5, KEICHEEDEEERZF DCENTEDNDTT,

I’'m happy that so many of you were able to be here at the Christmas Service today and
celebrate Jesus’ birth together.

CODVVAIAILEL, E<TAOFHFVSLTTE 2T, HICAIAKRDEE
EHERVNWTEDR Lz, ETHELLBVET,

Of all the gifts we can receive this Christmas, the best gift was Jesus Christ.
COUVVARARICESZABDTLEYNOHRT, —BEVVWBEYYIE, 1 TAKTT,
Especially at the end of the year, everyone gets so busy and there is so much to do, but
let’s remember that Christmas is a time to celebrate the love that we have been given.

BRICERE, HENEFETENLLKEIT, ®RIENEKEAHDERVET
A DUVARAREVWS DR, BRI TE2 LEZESHTHIEVWSZEZER
THEXRL &S,



