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In Japan, I think fall is a beautiful season. The weather is nice, there is a lot of delicious
food, and the turning of the leaves is beautiful.
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In the US, we celebrate Thanksgiving Day in November. Thanksgiving Day is a day to be
thankful for all the blessings that you have in life.
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Thanksgiving Day in the US started when some of the first settlers who came to the US
from England gave thanks for the harvest of food that they had.
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I think people from many countries give thanks at this time of year for the harvest.
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In Japan, there is also a Thanksgiving Day for Labor, on Nov. 23" which is a day to be
thankful for each other’s labor and production throughout the year.
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We have a lot to be thankful for and those who know God realize that it is God who has
blessed us greatly.
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Today, I would like to do a message on thanksgiving.
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Please turn with me to Luke 17: 11-19. (Read)
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In the first verse that we read, verse 11, there is something very important that [ want to
point out to everyone. It says “on his way to Jerusalem.”
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Jesus healed the ten lepers “on his way to Jerusalem.”
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He didn’t decide that morning, “Today I’m going to heal ten lepers”, nor did He tell his
disciples, “Today, something amazing is going to happen, watch closely.”
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This event happened as they were traveling to Jerusalem.
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There are so many times in the gospels when Jesus and His disciples were “on the way”
somewhere and then Jesus did a miracle.
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When Jesus did a miracle, it was usually because an unexpected situation arose or
someone came up to Him who needed healing.
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But Jesus never told His disciples, “Okay, today I’'m going to heal a person. Please pay
attention and learn from this.”
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Nor did He say, “Okay, today’s going to be great! I’'m going to feed 5000 people with
two fish and five loaves of bread. Look forward to this one!”

aBi+lY8tRi<7'8tNMma<ki 500011 QNI 2%EQMéKI#GQ®D
u7lIB y:a<.li< :bN:1'M8'gK\eroB6Ke% ma>vi

Miracles often happened as they were on their way somewhere. As you read the gospels
on your own, notice that this happens.
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You may think this point is not so important, but it really is. I can preach a whole sermon
on this point alone, but relax, I’'m not going to do that!
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Let me explain why this is important. There are many times in our daily lives when an
opportunity will come up that allows God to minister through us.
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We may be taking a walk around the neighborhood, we may be working at our job, we
may be waiting in a doctor’s office, when all of a sudden there will be an opportunity for
God to use us.
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If you are a person who believes in God, God wants to use you to show His love and His
power to other people and He will bring people into your life, probably when you least
expect it.
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Therefore, we must always remember that God is with us and be ready to help others and
show God’s love to others.
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Everyday, expect that God can work through you.
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Any day can be a day for a miracle to happen in our lives.
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Of course there were times when Jesus told His disciples about planned events that were
going to happen.
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There are some events that you need to plan for.

A%#( 2T\ M8Ne% ma<i

Our church has planned events like Family Concerts, Christmas Parties, etc... And of
course, God works through such events as these.

LPBDQ72IORI2~%CU+D’ ' U¥giEC—»-®UEE€UMD IA%H( /2T
\ M\—GE80BeQ/%FlieDpVvKiKgRi6Qk)M+ D ¥ub®©:I
#\'1S8'a<i

But, I believe that God can work in even greater ways in our daily lives if we are
watching and sensitive to see how He is working.
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Here is an example. When I lived in Los Angeles, one day when I was on my way home
from church, I went to get my car washed.
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When I arrived at the car wash, I got out of the car I felt God was telling me to leave my
Bible on the seat of the car.
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When the car was ready, I saw that the guy that cleaned my car was Hispanic, so I when
he gave me my keys back, I thanked him in Spanish.
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We started speaking and he asked me about my Bible. He wanted someone to teach him
about the Bible.
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I invited him to church a couple times, and the second time that he came to church he got
saved.
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That day that I went to the car wash, I didn’t plan on meeting anyone there.
LPRi?laYu:NZUFB8tNi]?.NI©) )R% ma>vJ:Bi

I had no way of knowing that through our meeting he would make a decision to believe
in God, but on that day, on my way home, God gave me the chance to talk with him.
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I believe that there are many times when God has appointments set up for us with people
that He wants us to meet.
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These types of meetings that God arranges for us, give us the chance to show God’s love.
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At such meetings, we may be able to help someone.
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We may be able to pray for someone.
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There may be something that we can do or say that will allow God to minister to that
person.
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We need to be sensitive to this because God will choose to minister through us when we
least expect it.

LPBDRiI6Q6KN?W3z@€2MIM4oSMma>viM?MIILPBD /2=
Fle\ M'KONSN NiKi<g/iLPBDub©: #\'I38n.1J<i



We need to expect miracles to happen in our lives and expect that He can use us to help
people and pray for the people that we meet in our daily lives.
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The people that we meet should be able to see God’s love in what we say and what we do.
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This point about God working through us in our daily lives is so important that the pastor
of my church in Los Angeles named the church with this idea in mind.
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My church in Los Angeles is a fairly well known church. The name of the church is
called The Church On The Way.

6QE'DP™ME_Q78l©0R1k2J}tloB781©J1 $! ye1. $ *
$! 5K')&esUJ<i

The word “church” means kyoukai, but the name Church On The Way is a little unusual
for a church, but there are 3 reasons why this name was chosen.
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One is that the name of the street that the church is on, uses this word “way”.
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Another reason is that the word “way” is the same word that is in the Bible where Jesus
says, “I am the way.”
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The third reason why it was given this name is because “on the way” means “on the way
to somewhere.”
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No matter where we are going, we Christians we are always “on the way” to ministering
(showing God’s love).
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Let us remember that if we believe in Jesus, then God is with us wherever we go, and He
wants to use us as we go through our daily lives.
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On this day that Jesus was going to Jerusalem, He was in all likelihood traveling with His
disciples. Verse 1 shows us that the disciples are also with Him at this time.
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If you are going from Galilee to Jerusalem, you must pass through Samaria. But, since

most of the Jews did not like the Samaritans and were prejudiced against them, they
would take the long way around Samaria to avoid going through it.
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The Jews thought that the Samaritans were unclean, therefore even passing through the
area that you lived would make you unclean.

A*AlRI’»CAIIK')QRi*—/& ...EIQkKk)NRaA2RM'K2-F|
'BQJi’'»CA&blub©ONnKiTy$eeOBM2MnK8+2-Fl'a:Bi
Because the Samaritans had intermarried with foreigners and were not 100% ethnically

Jewish, and because they also mixed other religions in with their belief in God, the Jews
did not like them.
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Jews and Samaritans had a very bad relationship.
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But, Jesus decided that He was going to go through Samaria on the way to Jerusalem.
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On the way, He passed through a village where lepers lived.
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Leprosy is also called Hansen’s Disease and back then, people believed that it was very
contagious.
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If someone had leprosy, they could not live inside the city, but had to live with other
lepers outside in specially designated villages.
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Even though, Jews and Samaritans would not usually have lived together, because they
are all lepers they are living together in this village between Samaria and Galilee.
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Quarantining lepers was practiced in many countries around the world. In fact, there are
still some leper colonies left in the world. For example, India still has a leper colony.
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Back in Bible times, a leper was considered “unclean” and was not only allowed to live
with everyone else, but he couldn’t go to the temple, either.
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If a leper came close to a healthy person, he had to shout “Unclean! Unclean!” to warn
people not to come here.
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Usually the lepers did not go close to healthy people. In verse 12, we see that the ten men
called out to Jesus from a distance.

J<.ITI'HTHRI"GIFMINRb " HOa>vJ:Bi I12NOi13NO N i
+10!IRibi2iqoB4INMZF lie...—<gN&zVvCigK')6K/9%t"I

Ymac<i

We don’t know for sure, if they knew who Jesus was.
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We don’t’ know for sure, if they knew that Jesus could heal them.
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All they asked for is mercy, but when someone sincerely asks Jesus for mercy, is Jesus
going to refuse? Of course not!
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And then in verse 13, it says “as they went, they were cleansed.” Jesus did show them
mercy by healing them from this disease.
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Jesus told them to “go show yourselves to the priest”, which was in accordance to Mosaic
Law.
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Anyone who had leprosy had to go to the priest after he was healed and go through a
ritual cleansing, then the person could go to the temple and return to the city.
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The nine that went to the priest were obeying Mosaic law and they were obeying what

Jesus told them to do, but, the one who came back to offer thanks to Jesus pleased Him
more than the others.
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In verses 15 and 16, it says that the one who came back praised God in a loud voice and
then fell down at Jesus’ feet.
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This position of falling at Jesus’ feet is a position of worship. He was worshipping Jesus.
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In the last verse, verse 19, Jesus tells him, “Your faith has made you well.” This can be
translated “you faith has saved you.”
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Therefore, Jesus wasn’t talking only about his body being healed, but that this Samaritan
was now saved.
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He recognized that Jesus was the Son of God and believed by faith. Because of his faith
in Jesus, he was saved.
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It is wonderful to experience the miracle of physical healing, but it is even more
wonderful to experience the miracle of salvation.
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If we receive healing from Jesus, that healing will only last until our life on earth is over,
but when we receiving salvation from Jesus, salvation is eternal.
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This event also probably surprised Jesus’ disciples greatly.
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Because of the Jew’s prejudice against Samaritans, they probably didn’t want to go
through Samaria on the way to Jerusalem.
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And once again, they were probably surprised at the miracle that Jesus did as they were
on their way to Jerusalem.
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They were probably also surprised that out of the ten lepers, the only one who came back
to say thank you to Jesus was a Samaritan.
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The other 9 were Jews, but they did not come back to Jesus. This is also symbolic of the
rejection of Jesus by the Jewish people.

leQI9IRA«AIJ:B/is...<gQKG6pN4AEFIR9 a>vJ:Bi6
Q6KRIA«All/ies...—<gu&f4#60!1'M'6KuZ+r:1'a<i

It was a good for the disciples to see a Samaritan giving thanks to a Jesus, who was a Jew.
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It was a good for the disciples to see a Samaritan receiving salvation.
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It was good for them to see that Jews do not automatically receive salvation because they
are Jews and that foreigners can also receive if they have faith and believe in Jesus.
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None of us here are Jews and we believe in Jesus so for us, foreigners believing in Jesus
is nothing unusual.
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It is a good reminder for us that salvation in Jesus is available to people from every
country. This was God’s plan from the beginning.
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For us, this story also teaches us about the importance of giving thanks.
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Often we are content to enjoy the things that we have received, but we are slow to give
thanks to the Giver.
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The Samaritan in the story was not slow to give thanks. Even though Jesus told him to
show himself to the priest, he realized that going directly to God and giving thanks was
more important.
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What is more important than giving thanks to God and worshipping Him with our praise?
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A thankful heart pleases God is open to receive more blessings.
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Especially during this autumn season, as you are enjoying the beautiful fall colors, as you
are eating the delicious autumn foods, as you are enjoying the weather and looking at all
the wonderful gifts that God has given you, let’s be sure to offer up thanks to God.
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Let’s make time for thanks and offer to God hearts that are overflowing with gratitude.
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