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John 5:1-15 (Read)
JNFX5:1-15 (&&D)
At that time in the Middle East, the important cities had walls around them for protection.

ZTOE, FRTE, KBHOERDLYICE, FUDEBFETSAhTWVWERL I,

The city of Jerusalem had a great wall around it and there were several gates in the wall
by which you could enter and exit the city.

TILHLALE, EDVICREZREF H>T, ACHAEAN TR LEOD, WD

POMABY KL L,
Each of those gates had a name. The northeast gate was called the Sheep Gate, and very
close to that gate, inside the city was a pool and this pool was called Bethesda.

ZOMICE., 2FBHEAHAD2HFSATVT, EROME. FOMERENR, TOM
NDIKESOEORIC, RFAXEVSHABHYEL I,

When Pastor Masui and [ were in Israel last summer, we went to the pool at Bethesda.
EF0E, BHEEE—BIAATINCT2ERLC, RTAFTOMIZT>TE
Fl I,

There are many archaeological sites in Israel that are found in the Bible. Some of them
they are not 100% if it’s the actual site mentioned in the Bible, however, the pool at
Bethesda is a site where they are practically sure that it is the pool of the Bethesda
mentioned in the Bible.

AATZINICRE, BEBILERSNDESIL, E<TANERETEHASHTVS
HABHYET, TOFRICE, 100 N—E NEEBICEVWTHDECHRNESHD
DPEBEVECREHYNETH, RTAZOMOBFIE, EEICHTLKZIRTAER
OMERUEDEEVWSIRFZENTVET,

Here are some photos of what it looks like today. You can see the stone walls that are still
standing.

RTAZOMEE, SRHIDISEBP>TVET, EEADENFETShTVLWE0D
FELOHAYHLEBVEXT,
The site is much lower than where the ground is now, so we were looking down into it.

COFFAOMEHIEE, SETSATVWAECARNE/A21-0OT, SERT3T
FEILBE2TVERT,



There are many people who live in the old city of Jerusalem today, and as I was taking
pictures, I noticed that there were some apartments right next to the pool of Bethesda.

STE, TG LAOHVEIZEATVBALBNE<EAWVT, FAlk., ZOE
EZBIBHFS. RTAEODMOI<ELSIZ, PN—ROLSBBYNF BB &
IC&RAD2ERL I,

It’s very small so I don’t know if you can see it or not, but there is an Arab lady who is

hanging out her laundry right next to this great scene of where one of Jesus’ miracles
took place.

PEVDT, ABEAILRRDDESHDHAVERAN. TZTADZDOAY,
AIABRN TR ERIETNLEIDBDISZRFIC, HEBYWETLTLERT,

Jesus’ miracle was an extraordinary work of God and hanging out laundry is such an
everyday mundane thing. I looked at what she was doing and it seemed so out of place.

AIARNRBIENEFHE, FROFTBRLBET, REPWETITEVSDE,
ETHEHENBIETY, MRIChZRT, &2 Z0FICAETHLEL,
BEVRRUNALEL I,

I wondered if this woman knew what happened right outside her apartment 2000 years
ago.
COTZ7TAOLME, 200 0F7IC. BAOTN—ROIT<BET, AFES
DEOAZEH>TVBDEASH?2EBVEL L,

Anyway, this is where the pool of Bethesda was and this was the site of the passage that
we just read in John today.

ThEESELT, ChiF, RTAEZOMT, FALEBENFSHRALIERK, ZCT
BI)EL L,

It says in John 5:3 that there were a great number of people who used to lie here.
ANX5 : 3EHTR, RBOBAAN, CZICRE2>TLRL L

If you’ll notice, there is probably not a verse 4 written in your Bible. Some versions of
the Bible do not include verse 4, some do.

IhBEEA, BRNELEHNTEAN, BTADESEIL, 4HFBVHLEHNE
BA, 4EHFEPNTVBEVWEZEEHYXT,

Here is what it says in the last part of verse 3 and verse 4. This comes from the (Japanese)
Living Bible.
IFOEREBEDECHEATE, AV I—2VICBRULTHET., chlk, VEV Y-

NATILDASDEDTT,

...Waiting for the movement of the water. 4 For at certain times an angel of the Lord
would go down into the pool and stir up the water. And the one who stepped in first after
the stirring of the water was healed of whatever disease he had.

COANEBR, KEANEAB<KOZF>TVEDOTT, VW50, BEXEOFEVARK
T, KENERTIZEN BV, TOERE, BONISHRICA AR, BRITE2EHASTT,



The reason why verse 4 is missing from some translations of the Bible is because this
verse is not found on all the ancient manuscripts of the Bible.

ESLTAEN, BEEHNSKITTVWBRCEEHDLEVWSE, WS OIHLHBDES
DERIXNTORICIHFHNFEVTHDDITTRBEVASTT,
On some manuscripts, this verse is not included; therefore, when the Bible that we use

today was put together, they weren’t sure whether to include verse 4 since it could not be
found in all the original sources.

HBIEEOPIZE, 4HHFEIPNMATVBVEDEHNET, TIHAS, BN
FoOTLVREEN—MCKREDSNERIC, 4BICEVTHIEANTENLED
ESRRE2ETHL>TRVEEA,

Don’t worry if this verse is not in your Bible. If it is not in your Bible, it doesn’t take
away from the meaning of the story.

BETANR >TLVREELL4HNEINTVELSTE, FORBLEEEDY H V)
FEADT, DELEWVWTTEL,
The waters could have been stirred by an angel like it says in verse 4. Some scholars

think that the water could have been stirred because of a natural spring underneath the
pool.

ELALLES, 4BICEVTHDLSIC, HEVWA, kZHEELEAEHINE
BAL, RTAFIOMOTICBRFISH21-OT, KeHEELEZOTREREVWSE
ZZABDFEELVET,

The important point is that sick people gathered around the pool of Bethesda because
they believed that if they entered the water, they would be healed.

REBERAVRNE, S, WMAFKIIADERENDEFELUTVWEDT, O
EDYICER>TWEEWSZETT,

The man who we read about in verse 5 was one of the sick people who were waiting to be
healed.

SHEAKSHICHTBBOAR. COBAD—ATLL,

He had been sick for 38 years. He probably was not able to walk because in verse 7, he
says, “I have no one to help me into the pool.”

®iE. 38FEHERTLE, 7THIC, "THORICHRZANTINIANVKE
Al EHBDDT, COAR, BESKSFBA2LEOEELERVET,

In verse 8, Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” And at once, the man
was able to walk and was healed.

8HEIT, A TAKRRBRIC "EBET, KZHY LFTHEERETV, EFDhEL L,
TRE, TOAR, ISEHLSZENTE, mEnFRLI,

By His word, the man was instantly healed.

ATIARKOBERET, I<ICWENEDTT,



In verse 5, Jews questioned the man. They said to him. “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids
you to carry your mat.”

10T, AXVYARKIC "€ &S5@FFERAE, KWWY EFTREVEFALV, |
EEVTLET,

When John writes about “the Jews”, he is referring to the Jewish religious leaders. The
Pharisees for example were one of the groups of Jewish leaders. They were very strict
and had many rules that were not written in the Bible that they enforced upon the people.

SNRF. TAHLVAL EBLTLVAEE, 14 VHOU—F—DEEE2T
WET. NUHAAEVSOR, IXVHOU—L—DTL—TD—2T, £T
ERL<T, BEECRBLVTLVAVRRL, AYEFSRELLE,

Instead of being happy for the man who had been healed, they were angry with him and
with Jesus.

COIAFVYAR, BOAFBENEZEZESMDYIZ, BENLEBOAEAT
AREWY) XL I,

It is stories like this that show us that the Jewish leaders at this time were more concerned
about the laws that they had written than they were about people.

CDESBFEEGE, COEBQIFTVTAD)—F—125EVSDE, ADIERY)
&, RAZTFRZCEZRYPCLTVWEEVWS ZEZRDLTVET,

After Jesus healed the man, Jesus slipped away in the crowd, but he saw the man later in
the temple and He confirmed to him that he was healed.

AIRAEKE., BOAZEENEER, ANKBZIICVWSBEICALEESNEL LAY,
ZOHEET, COBOACELIT, FEHITWENLEVWS EZ®|ABLELL,
Jesus healed this man who had been sick for 38 years.

BEFEERERE2EBEOAZ, A TAKBFELTTFEWVWEL L

In the gospels, there are many accounts of Jesus healing people in the Bible, but this story
is very different from the other times when Jesus healed people.

EEEOHRICE. 1 TARNIAZRENLEFENIZVTITYN, COFEREELoEE
W&ET,

Usually, the person goes to Jesus to be healed. This man did not come to Jesus, Jesus
came to him.

EBBS, CESNSAITARICEBLUTVWELEZICITERTN, COBDOAR,
AITARAROEZAICTABVT, 1 TAKOEL S, BFOELEAIIEKSNEL I,
Usually, because the person has faith and believes in Jesus, he/she comes to Jesus. Or,

after experiencing the healing, the person believes in Jesus. There is nothing in this story
that shows that the person believes in Jesus.

EBES, EHEE > TAIAKZELTVWANDT, CE55251IRKNES
BTN, BENLER, A TAKZBUETH. COFEOFICEF, BOANA
TAKRZELLEEVS CENFE2<EBVTHY FE A,

The man didn’t ask to be healed.

ik, BLTTELVEVSBREVRFLERBATL I,



The man didn’t believe in Jesus.
T, 1 TABKZELDELSICEARYFRBATLE,
The man didn’t even say, “Thank you” to Jesus.
FTLT, A TAKIC THYHFES, TRAESTVELRBATLL,
In fact, we can read in verse 15, that he betrayed Jesus to the Jewish leaders.
EERIC, 15ETESNDLSIC, WIAIAKZREYY ., AXVTADIEEED
FICELERLI,
After reading this story and seeing how ungrateful the man was, it is easy for us to think
that he didn’t deserve to be healed. But Jesus had love (grace) for this man and healed
him
CLEFRAKRATADE, COBOAILRE. BHOKEENZWVWL, BLZZT
BMEABVEBRSHPEANTEAN, I TAKRBERZFH >T, BmEhFL I,
Do you know what the meaning of “Bethesda” is?
hBEA, "RFAH ] EVSERECFHNTTHL ?
It means “house of grace”.

MEHOR EVSEKRTT,

Here, at Bethesda, the “house of grace” the man received Jesus grace through his healing
power.

S RTAE, BHEORT, BOAY, BLICL>T, A TAKROEARZEWVI

EEXRLUL,
God’s grace is for all people.

BEOEHRIE, RIEERABDEOHICH)ET,

We, too, don’t deserve God’s grace. The Bible says, “But God demonstrates his own love
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)

it HROBAZVEEKEERHY EEA, BEZE., "LALRESY
FEFATH 2 LEE, FVARIREBOLEDICHATLSEE 22 EICRY),
HEREEIINTEICEEFOBZASHAICLTESNET L EE2TVET,
(A—~Y5:8)

We don’t deserve God’s grace, but we need it.

MBI, ROBHZVEESMERBY)EEAN, REBICEHEEROE A
FBETTI,
We don’t deserve God’s grace, but He freely gives us.

MEBICE, #ROBAZEVEESMEN &Y REAN, BERABHRICEXATT
TVET,

We don’t deserve God’s grace, but we have all received it therefore we should always be
thankful for His grace.

MEBICE, BFROBKZEVEESMEN Y REAN, REBREAAZ, HE
DEAZVLEEZEVEDT, WVOEZTOEAIIBRHHINELZDTT,



Through prayer and through praise, we can never say “Thank you” enough for God’s
wonderful grace.

fwYZBLT, FLEBEXZEL T, LB, BEROBAKAICVSS THYHE
51 EE2TEEVRYFEEA

This man didn’t deserve Jesus’ grace, but he was healed.

COBOANF., 1 TAROEHZVELELMEN A2 EQICELIPDLST, &
ENFTL I,

What is amazing to me is that someone who was healed by Jesus did not believe in Him.
MCESDTHRERBOERE, A TAKICHENLAYN, A TAKRZELURA O IZL
W52&TY,

You would think that someone who met Jesus personally and was healed by him after
being sick for 38 years would have his heart changed and would believe.

IBFAEMI2EMKRE LAY, ATAKRICHEL>T, BLTWEEVWES, %
DADLHFEDL>T, ELZRTTT,
This was a good thing for the disciples to remember. After Jesus was resurrected and

went to heaven, the disciples went out teaching about God and doing miracles in Jesus’
name.

e, BFEEN, F<EATHEVEAAVLIELEERVWERT, /IR
BRiE, BOSNTREILTANER, BFLEHN. TAYLLASHT, WBL3S
BEHICIT>THEROZEZHA, I TAKROHARICL ST, FHFZ2RI LKL L,

I’m sure there were times when people didn’t believe in what they were teaching about
God. Perhaps even after being healed there were people who didn’t believe.

AR, BFEBIMATL, BRIEDODVTOHAZBEUBI LERKEHDIZER
WET, 8TSL, BFEBILRALTES B TEARE, EURA2IZAE,
WEArEHNhEEA,

When you try to share with people about Jesus, it can be discouraging at times when
people don’t believe. When the disciples remembered that Jesus Himself healed a man
and the man didn’t believe, they must have felt a little relieved.

BEETANHENICAIARDCEZHAT, TOANBELREVE, 2DV TR
FHBEBVKRT, BFLBR, 1 TARNAZRENTE, GLBH21AE
WBeEWSZEeZBVWHLES, PLRERZELITIBDEEVRT,

We have all probably experienced disappointment when someone we know, doesn’t
believe in Jesus.

BTS5L, BIEBERHEAL, A2TVBANMTIAKO L ZEBELUELST, #°
AYLEEVSBRBREE > TLVRAEANEREA,



God’s will is for each person to believe and be in relationship with Him. Therefore, we
should never give up on someone, but we should also realize that there are some people
who are not going to believe in Jesus.

BEOELE, —AVEUNEBEUT, CHELOBRZEF D CETINS, FAk:
5k, FHOBINETRHNEFLEAYN, BLBEVAEVREVSZLZZA2TH
WEAFVWEBVET,

This man that we read about today is one of those people.

SHRALEZDBOAR, T50S3214TDATLI,

There is something that this man said to Jesus that reveals a lot to us.

78T, COBOANMIAKICE2elF, FAEBICE<KETAOZEERD
LTWET,

Please look at verses 6 and 7.

BHETHZRTHALEVERVET,

In verse 6, Jesus asks the man a simple question. “Do you want to get well?”

6EIT., 1 TAKE. COBOAIL "T&<AHYLEVWA, EVSEELZERELT
WET.

This is a simple question, isn’t it?

chld, BESEBRLEEBEVEEANL?

If you are sick and someone asks you, “Do you want to get better?”” The correct answer is
“Yes. [ want to get better.”

EULBERICAST, A "TERICEYEVWA L EEAMNES, BAER TRV,
TRICEY VW, TT,

Look at the man’s reply in verse 7. He tells Jesus that he has no one to help him into the
pool.

COBOANE 21z, THIZCEVWTHDBEREZRTTEV, 41 TAKIC, KIZA
NTLKNBAFVWEVWEFTVERL L,

This is probably true, but this is not what Jesus asked him.

chlE, BEAEANFEAYN, 1 TAKE., TOEZAVTHESNIZDOTE

HYEEATLI,

Jesus asked him if he wanted to get well and the man starts talking about his pitiful life
and giving excuses.

ATAKRICTRICBEY EVAEBINT, BEESOBOBEEFRICOVTEL T,
SEVWERELEL &,

After being sick for such a long time, this man had grown accustomed to his life of being
sick.

RVLBABRKIE2 DT, MROLEFICENTLE2 DT,



38 years before, right after he had gotten sick, if Jesus asked him this same question, he
probably would have said, “Yes, I want to be made well.”

38FH, MRICBE2TIL, A IAKRICALEBZE IS, £LALES,
COBOARE, TRV, FAZILZBYEVL, EFRXEPEANTEA,

But after 38 long years of being sick, he probably lost hope and he had grown
accustomed to this type of lifestyle.

TE, 3BFEMI>»LWMRT. BTS<KHFLEELBLABY, WROEFICENTE
TLERWEXL I,

He gave in to a life of sickness.

®iE, MRICHEZHEVTLEVELL,

If God wanted everyone to just accept sickness in our lives, then why did He send Jesus
to heal us?

ELHERY, RIEBRABY, EFORTHERICBEDICLEZLEATHESNIZDE
5, ESLTHERRLEESZRILEHICATAREE>TTE2EOTLLS
h?

If God wanted us to accept all our illnesses, we wouldn’t need a healer.

ELEERY, BREBICIXNTOFREZTANTRLVEERE>THEShEDES,
MEBICE., BULENBEHY)ETEA.

Like this man, sometimes we get used to a difficult situation in our lives, and because the
situation has continued for a long time, instead of having hope and trusting God to help
us, we get used to the situation.

CNDBOAERBLUKSIC, FAleBE, £EFOHFOREBRAICENRTLEVET,
ZTLT, T2ETOMANEHE<DT, FEEREZF LY, HEROBITICESIRDY
2, TORRICHALUTLESDTT,

Let me give you some examples.

W22 0hlEHFTHEVWERVWET,

Like the man we read about today, it may be a situation regarding your health.
SHFSALE, COEBOAERLUKLSIC, #EICBELTOBEN &V ET,

Something about your health may not be 100% okay, but because it’s been going on for
so long, you’ve grown accustomed to it and you really don’t think about getting better.

100N—tE NEETRERBEVENHYETH, TORENHFEYRLHELE, B
NTET, BKBBZEEHFYERARBLSKBYET,

If someone asked you if it was difficult, instead of saying “Yes,” you say, “Oh, it’s okay”
or “It’s not that bad.”

HLNIC, RETIA?2EBANTE, TRV EFATIC, TE£6, CABEA
TL&S, &N TENEEEBESRBABVWT T, EFALYLET,



But, because our Savior, Jesus Christ has the power to heal, we shouldn’t have to settle
for living with physical or mental illness.

TEH, REBORVWEATLIA FUARE, BLODZEFE>THESNB2DOT, &4
DHERIX, BEHNBEHERETDERICLTHENETRHUEEA,

Here’s another example.

fICEPEHTTHEET,

We know that God has created families and wants us to live in families, but sometimes
the relationships that we have with members of our families are the most difficult!

BEY, RRZESNT, REEAREORTEEFLTELVER>THEShD
CEZ, REBRDA>TVRTHN, KK, REOERE-—FHLLTIR !
If someone asked you, would you like to have a good relationship with your wife or

husband, or with your son or daughter, would you immediately say “Yes”, or would you
start giving excuses why it’s impossible to have a good relationship with this person?

ELHNIC, CEAR, HEAR, REAX, BEFEALVLVERZFSLZVT
IA2EEANES, ISIC TRV, HFELEVWTT, EEARIAN?TIEE,
COANERVVERZFHTBEVEVWSERZSSTLLSN?

I would like you to think about this. Is there any area in your life where you have settled
for something less than what God would have for you.

ARBEAIL, BRATVWEEEZEVWIENF BN ET, BETADEEOHRT, HEY
MEBICEAKRSELTHESND, TRUTOECAT TEs, VWAL EB-
TREVWEREADL?
Here are some areas to consider.
BATVWEEZLEVOR, RZHTFRDETT,
e Have you settled for living in poor health?
BEABDLLKBVWECATEHBTLVEREANL?
e Have you settled for having less than a good relationship with a family member?
RED—BELKBVEREF D LETRLCLTVEREANL?
e Have you settled for having less than a good relationship with people at work?
BET, #AEL<KBLVERZEE LEEFXRICLTVWEEANL?
e Have you settled in any area where God can help you?
FEADEZSD (80 ) THREABMUTTTERESSER>TRVERA
ne

Today, at the end of the message, I would like to have a prayer time where we can pray
with one another regarding these issues.

SHE, XV E—IHNMEDO2LRBIFOBFEZFE>T, COZEICOVWTIHE
WIZHWEVWERBVET,
There is probably some area in our lives where God can help us more than we think.

ELALES, £TFEOHRIC, REBHAB>TVBRELE, WEFBTTTESH
DHBHBIPEHANTEA,



10

Regarding relationships, I’'m not naive and I know that not every relationship can be
perfect.

ABBRICOWVWT, FAEFTA—7 TRV FLBAL., ABBERINTH, T2IC
SEKVWKEERB>TRVEXREA,

Especially when one person doesn’t want to change, you can’t make them change.
BIC, ZEONEKBLEVWSANFVTE, REBSHEBICEADCERHRXFTE

Ao

But then, don’t forget the story that we read today. Even though this man didn’t plan on
being healed and he didn’t go to Jesus, Jesus went to him and he was healed.

TE, SHRALEREENBZWVWTTEW, LEX, SOBOAN, BmBEhad e
SFHENELST, 1 TAROEZBIETABL 2LELTE, A TARAEKDAEHLS
BHOECHIZRELUICKSNL-DTT,

When Jesus comes into a situation in our lives, let’s not underestimate what He can do in
that situation.

A LTAEY, BREEOEFORRIOPICAShES, A TAKN, @MZLTTFE
20 BLKRBEVWTTEL,

Think of a situation in your life that you know can be better if Jesus was invited into that
situation.

ELAIAKRN, RIEEOERFRCHIRADPICASHES, BIK)ERSZED
EVWSCEZEXTTEL,

Don’t just pray for it once today, but keep praying about it and wait and see how God
will answer this pray.

SH—EEFOFYTREELST, fIVKETT, BERFESFTATTEIOLNES
BEATTEL,

Maybe God will answer your pray in a way you weren’t expecting.

ELALES, BEANBODTERBL 2LBFRAETERHNEHANELEA,
Maybe you will realize that there is something that you need to change about yourself.
ELALLES, BREHESNMEDZXENf BHEVSZEICRINEIhBHAEHN
T A

Let God teach you something about this situation so that you see it in a new way.
TORRICOVWT, £EIEEETRADELSIC, HERICHATVWEEEEL &
D5

Let’s allow God to work in all the situations in our lives and never underestimate His
love for us.

HEA, REBEOETFEOIXNTORADOFICA>TWVWELEE, BROFMIEZEAD
BEE<RBZZEDBVLELDICLTVEHRL &S,



