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When I first came to Japan, one of the things that surprised me about Japanese stores is

that the people who work in the stores greet customers in a loud voice. They shout,

“Irasshaimase” to the customers as they enter a store.
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It really surprised me at first to have the store clerk yell in a loud voice. In the U.S., store

clerks don’t yell things.
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In the U.S., if someone says something to you, you have to answer back to them, so when

store clerks first started shouting “Irasshaimase” to me, it made me feel uncomfortable

because my natural thought was that they are talking directly to me and I need to respond

back.
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But then I soon realized that you don’t have to respond, they are just welcoming you to

the store.
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Even now, there are times when a loud “Irasshaimase” will catch me off guard and my
first response is to want to say something back!
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In olden times, vendors used to shout things at the people to get them to buy what they’re
selling.
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This happens all over the world, especially in open air markets. Vendors get the attention
of the crowd by shouting out what they are selling and how cheap the price is.
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I have experienced this in the open air markets in Mexico and also in Europe and in
Africa.
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Some of the vendors are very aggressive and they desperately want to sell you something.
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When you are in an open air market, especially in poorer countries, I have learned that it
is best not to look like you are interested in buying anything.
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Today we are going to read a passage from the Bible that sounds like God is a street
vendor who is wanting to get our attention.
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Except, God is not like a loud obnoxious street vendor who is trying to sell us something
we don’t need, God is telling us of the wonderful offer that we all need.
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Let’s open to Isaiah and read Isaiah 55:1-7. (Read)
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Let’s look at verse 1 together.
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Look at the verbs that are used here: Come! Buy! Eat!
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God wants us to partake of what He is wanting to give us.
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And what is the cost? It says that it’s free!
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That’s a great deal, isn’t it? It almost sounds too good to be true.
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What does God want to give us for free?
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It says for those who are thirsty to come to the waters.
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It also says that we can buy milk and wine for free.
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Water is the most basic liquid. It quenches our thirst and we can’t live without water.
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Milk and wine were staples in the diet of the people back then. Milk is something that is
nourishing and we think of wine as a more luxurious beverage.
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So God will give all who are thirsty, all that they would need to satisfy their thirst, from
water to wine.
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But we know that God is really not in the business of selling milk and wine. What God
wants to give us is not for our bodies, but for our souls.
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It is a little hard to understand the last sentence of verse 2, but listen to what it says in the
New International Version: “Your soul will delight in the richest of fare.”
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What God wants to give us is not for our bodies, but for our soul. He wants to give us
what our souls and our hearts needs.
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This is the same thing that Jesus talked about. Some of you may remember the
conversation that Jesus had with the woman at the well.
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When the woman came to draw water from the well, He told her that He had “living
water” for her.
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He wasn’t talking about water that your body needs, but “living water” is what our soul
needs.
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What our soul needs from God is His mercy and His forgiveness.
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Skip down to the end of verse 7 and you can see it written. It says, “Let him turn to the
LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.”
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This is what God gives us, His mercy and His forgiveness.
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Anyone who repents and believes in Jesus can receive God’s mercy and forgiveness.
T, Hld T, A T ZAKZELTEb, fikobbivAr Lt wd Laxitd
Z ek E A,
In verse 1, “those who are thirsty” is referring to all of us.
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Only God can quench our thirst, by filling our heart and satisfying our soul.
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God’s plan is for everyone to be saved through Jesus Christ.
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The messiah was prophesied to come from the ancestry of King David. That’s why it says
in verse 3, “my faithful love promised to David”.
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We can see at the end of verse 5 that Jesus Christ is called the “Holy One of Israel”.
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And because salvation comes from the Holy One of Israel, Jesus Christ, other nations will

be called to Israel. Even people that had no relation with Israel in the past will be called

to Israel.

ZLT, BRI, A RTZVDORRLTGATA - XX INERLDT, 1Z90

ERIE, A A7V ESnET, A ATV EOEBRPRITH, A 27

T, TOERENOFEET,

This is written in verse 5 and I’d like us to read verse 5 one more time.
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In verse 5, the word “you” is talking about the nation of Israel. (Read)
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When I went to Israel last year, I saw with my own eyes how people from countries all

over the world come to Israel.
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You can see countless tour groups from all over the world, especially in the holy city of
Jerusalem.
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I remember seeing a group of people from India who were Hindu. Even though they
believe completely different things, they knew that Jerusalem is a holy city and they
came to see Jerusalem.
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It’s amazing to go to Israel and actually see things happen that are written in the Bible,
like in verse 5.
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Then, in verse 6, we are encouraged to seek God.
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And in the last verse of the section we read today, verse 7, it closes with God’s promise
to give mercy and forgiveness to those who turn to Him.
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This is God’s promise to all who turn to Him.
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This summer, I have been wanting to hear from the LORD because there are things that I
want to know from God.
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I have spent more time than usual seeking God.
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One of the things that God gave me was this chapter, Isaiah 55.
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And one of the things that God was teaching me from Isaiah 55 is to be thirsty.
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When we first believe in God, we recognize that we need God and He satisfies our thirst.
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But as we live a Christian life and grow spiritually, we realize that we need more and
more of God in our lives.
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God wants us to come to him thirsty and wanting more.
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Coming to God with a heart that is thirsty for more is very important in the Christian life.
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I want to give you an example of this.
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In the U.S., you sometimes hear people say that you should never go grocery shopping
when you’re hungry.
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If you go grocery shopping when you’re hungry you’ll end up buying much more than
you planned to buy.
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I definitely think that this is true. When I am hungry and I go to JUSCO, everything looks
delicious and I end up buying more than I planned to buy.
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The opposite it also true. Sometimes I go to JUSCO late in the evening after I’ve eaten a
big dinner.

IFATEWS, IFAE I TEEEVWET, AL, KIZ, REREBFHEELLLEHEJUS
COIAT< DL H Y £,

When I go grocery shopping at night, my stomach is already full and the food doesn’t
look as appealing to me because I’ve just been satisfied with a big dinner.
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If I go grocery shopping when I’m hungry, I buy too much and I’m stuck! And if I go
grocery shopping when my stomach is full I usually don’t buy enough.
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I’ve learned that I need go grocery shopping with a list of things that I need. That way I
won’t forget anything and I won’t buy too much or too little.
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I think I’ve gotten a little bit off track! I want to go back to the idea of shopping on an
empty stomach.
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Grocery shopping when you’re hungry is not a good idea but going to God when you’re
heart is thirsty is the best way to go to come to God because God gives to people who
know that they are thirsty.
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God gives to people who know that their hearts are thirsty.
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When we go to God thirsty and in need, we w111 probably come away receiving
something from God.
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And I think the opposite is also true. If we don’t think we need anything, we probably
won’t receive anything from God.
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So here are some questions for us to think about. Do we come to church on Sundays
thirsty for more of God?
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When we come to church do we expect God to give us more than we came here with?
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Do we come thirsty, wanting to know more about God?

BN TNDLT, MERIZONTE oL LY 72 BoTREFTN?
When we read the Bible at home, are we really expecting to hear from God?
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We have a wonderful, lovmg God and I know each one of us has experienced something
of God’s love. But there is a danger in becoming complacent in our relationship with God.
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If we become complacent in our relationship with God, then our relationship is probably
not growing.

FA7ZBid, MR E OBRIZONWT, B> TLE-H, bLNLTEHZDHE
fRIE. BELTOHRLAS LVER A,

If we ever think we have received enough from God, or we think that we don’t need
anything else from God, then that is the time when we need to change our thinking.
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Jesus said that the greatest commandment is to love God with all our heart, our soul and
our mind. So if we really love God, then we should always be wanting to know more
about God and always wanting God to do more in our lives.
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No matter how long it has been since we first received Jesus in our heart, we should
always go to God with a heart that is thirsty for more and more of Him.
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