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This is my first sermon of 2008.
SHE. 200 8FDHFEADOAXY —TITT,

I was looking forward to the start of a new year and am hoping that this will be a great
year.

E, HLLVFEOREYEEXLAICLTVWELEL, 200 8FAH, EEBESLL

FZBENAFVVEERVET,
It is probably because I am getting older that I say this, but last year went by quicker than
usual.

ERA, MOAFZEDTELNSEDODAEHANELAN,. EFE, VOEKY)
B<BELERIIZBVET,

I think it’s true what they say. The older you get, the quicker time passes.
FRENFEDR, ROBOOHFRVEVLSOE, REEZEBVET,

And with every passing year, we all get a year older.

FRIWTBRIAR, —DFZENET,

We adults don’t like to think about the physical changes that happen as we get older, but
whether we like it or not, as we get older, our body changes.

HIEBRAR, FZEDIIONT, BHFEDL>TVKEVS ZEZER KRR
WTIH, FrEde, RICEMNAHTLKDERLEIANBVIETTY,

For example, we may not have as much energy as we used to.
FEAE, AIKYNEENNBLLBRIHNEHNELEA
We may not be able to do sports like we used to, and we may get injured when we try.

BEIDRSICAR—YAHKELSZ27zV), ®B5EB>TE, BEELTLE
SHEHMhFLA,

It may take longer to get over colds or sicknesses.

BB mOESRA . UBIL)ERVICKKBZILEHANTEA,
We may gain weight easier.

T, UBIKWERYPILBZ21YELET,

We may get more gray hair. Or for us men, we may start losing our hair.

HEHEATERIL, M5B MHE. BOENBBIAEVET,
None of these things are things that we want to happen, but they naturally do happen.

chsNlER, BSOTHRLLBEVZETIN, BRICEBZODTLESZET
ER

As we get older, our bodies naturally change and get older, too.

il FRESDTVLKE, KEBARICENLT, BILLTEFT,



Today I’m not going to talk about how our bodies change and grow old. I want us to
think about what happens to our heart as we grow older.

SHEE, BFEDRSICEBILTRIHLEVDIHBRAELTRELST, Feede, OIC
EDEDIBENRBIDDHAEVS LR, ABEALEATVWELEELVER
WEd,

We know that physically, our bodies will naturally get old. Even if you take care of your
health, your body will naturally grow old.

izl BABRICBLITDEVSCEN DL >TVERT, BEICRZDOHFT

WTE, RBARICBILLTVEET,

But what changes happens spiritually as we grow older? What will naturally happen to
our heart?

TE, Bl FZ2LEDE, ENCEDRSBIEN BRI P>TLKBTLELIA?
B, E5EHDI2TVKTL&S?

I’m sorry to say, I don’t have good news to share about our hearts either, because even if
we try to have a heart after God, our heart will naturally move away from God.

BETITN, DIC2VWTE, VLWHISEBRHYEEA, HERICLZETLS L
LTE, REBDOLR, BRIZ, BEERPSBENTLRLERT,

Because we human beings are sinful people, our hearts will not naturally follow God.
MEBABR., FATIAS, RESOONFBRICHEZECODLTLCEVS S
ERERHYVEREA,

You don’t have to turn there now, but I want us to look at a few verses in the Bible that
speak about our hearts. We are going to look at these on the screen.

Sk, FALMBLKTEEBTTN., DCOVWT, BEILEVWTHAHEWS DA —
BICADV)—TRTHEVWERVET,

In Matthew, Jesus teaches that sin comes out of our hearts.

NEZLAODBBEEIL. 1 TAKE. FREOHIPSHTRDEVWSZEZHATVET,

“For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false
testimony, slander.” Matthew 15:19

BULEX, BA, BZ. TmfT. Bk, REE. OOLYREOASHTRKEZIHLST
Jo NZA415:19

And in the Old Testament, Jeremiah speaks about our hearts.

HMWEET, ILIVYEVSHSEL, DICOVTHE2TVET,

"The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it?”
Jeremiah 17:9

ADLREAL)ERBRT, ThRESHEV, EhD, ThEADIENTELS,
TLEVE17:9

And back in the New Testament, Paul says it very simply and in a way that is easy to
understand.

TLT, HHWEBEETRE, N\VON, FRICHIPVEHALTLET,



“I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to
do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the good I want to do; no,
the evil I do not want to do — this I keep on doing.” Romans 7:18-19

E, ADS5, 3B8HE, RORADCSEILENfFEATVEZEVDZA>TVET,
MICEFEZLEVEVLSHEVLAVODEHDDIC, ThERTIDEHNBEVALS
TY, #lF, BITLEWERSEZTHLRVWT, #A2T, LEKBEWEZIT
2TVWET, O—NYANDOFHE?7 :18-19

I like this verse, but it is hard to hear because I naturally do the things that are wrong. I
know they’re wrong. I don’t want to do them, but I naturally do them.

E, COFHAFETTYN, BULCELEERFRDA>TVTEBARICLTLESD
T, ChZEZOEENBUVTT, EVCEZLELKBVER>TVTEAREAICL
TLESDTT,

Does anyone have this experience?

ABEAR, COVSBEBREHIREAN?

I think we all know the areas where we are weak and where we are tempted and we know
how easy it is to give in.

B, BOOBVWELR®, FENEZLCHDIONMNDADEBRVERTL,
FRICBYBZVEVSZEE, A PTVWBRERVET,

Therefore, we have a natural tendency to wander away form God.

TINS, BB, BEASBATLES CEE, BAICLTLESOTT,

There is a verse in Isaiah that gives us an easy to understand image of how we naturally
wander away from God.

(HYEC, RESH, BEASHRCEATLESCELOVT, 2A4UXPT
<BLTHYET,

I would like us to look at this verse today. Please turn to Isaiah 53: 6. Isaiah is in the Old
Testament a little after Psalms.

SHE. COAMYVYEDEHZ -HIIRTHEVEREVWXT, /1FTE53:6%
BWTTELV, 1HVERE, BHHNEZED, FROPLHELCHYXT,

All of Isaiah 53 is actually a prophecy about Jesus. It talks about how Jesus suffered for
us and has taken our sins.

AFVYES3RR, 2HMTAKRIEODVTOFET, 1 TAKN, RELBEOLY
ICEDISICELEN, RIEBEOREEE2>TTRE2LALEVSENEBVTSH
WERY,

But in the middle of this prophecy, there is one verse that gives a very good picture of
what we are like.

53BNDEAHRDECAICL, REBHFEDRSBETHINEVS, VWHIHNE
WTHYET,



There are two sentences in verse 6, let’s read just the first sentence together.

6EIC, ZDODNENBVWTHYRIY, BAOXELT—HEICHEALVWERNV
£9,

“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way.”
MEBEAEE, FORSICETEXRRY, SOHO, BAA>THREICEMA > TIT
Here the Bible is teaching that we are like sheep that wander our own way.

S, BETR. RSN, FERALKSIL, BPEHOEIZLE>TVREWVS
CERBATVET,

Back in Bible times, people knew about sheep so that’s why there are lots of examples
about sheep and shepherds in the Bible.

BEEORMRIC., A2, FLLO2VTEKL<HA>TVENDT, BEICEF., FPEHLV
C2O2VWTOHIN&K<S<HTZEET,

Sheep examples were easy to understand back then, but they don’t make too quick of an
impact on us today so let me explain a little bit about sheep.

ZOE, FOHEVSIORE., FHYEL2I-OTIHN, SEHORLEBICEST,
NYEFTSIZRHRFEZAA—DLIEKVOT, 58&2EFHALEVERVET,
Sheep, especially lambs are very cute, but they’re not very smart.
F.RBICFFREADLLOTITN, HBFEVENFKLHYEEA,

Even if there is a good shepherd that protects them, sheep will naturally wander.

FEAFOTKNBVLVFERVWAVLEZELTE, FREARICEEXREL>TLEVE
9o

In the same way, even though we know God is protecting us, we naturally wander away.
BLKRSIC, LEABENFFOTTEREZHA>TVTE, FAeslF. BAI
BEASBMNTLEVET,

Sheep will also tend to walk in circles. They don’t walk toward a destination, but will
naturally walk around in circles.

Rz, FREL, AL (AZH VT ) FEXRT, TERLCAL>TTRERELS, B
RIZ, A<FEFRT,

In the same way, in our lives, sometimes it feels like we are not moving forward, but just
going around in circles.

BLULSIC, £FOHRICHEVWTE, BICEXRZVT, BLeCB%Z, <3<2H
DTVWBRELSICRUDHEHNET,

Did you know that sometimes when sheep fall over, they can’t get back up by
themselves?

BTAR, FNBALES, BITREBEABHIEE LI MEVKIHIEVS L
ECIFHAITYEN?



When I heard this, I thought it was a little funny, but then I thought about us. Sometimes
we make big mistakes and we can’t fix it ourselves, we need God’s help.

MEIHZEEWVWT, 5&2EBELAVERVERLEN, CSTRFEEDC L
ZEAFELI, BB E, REBKHZELTLEL, BATRES LELSERL
BAHO2T, WEEOYPYHHABEBREHYET,

We human beings are like sheep. We naturally wander and go our own way.

MIEBABR., FELAKLUTLERT, BRALETRL2>TLERY, BIETOEI
[MA2>2TIT>TLERSDTT,

We don’t naturally trust God. We naturally trust in ourselves.
BRICHERICESBLSZY, BEs5E, BRCBTHEICE > TLRVLET,
We don’t naturally obey. We naturally disobey.

BRICEDELSEY, BRIEFEBRSICLTLEVERT,

We don’t naturally allow God to rule in our lives. We naturally want to be in charge.
BERIC, EEEXEMLTVELELZEZLBVT, REBE, BRACEZOXV
ATLTLEVET,

Spiritual growth does not naturally happen.

ENBEHEEIF. BRIIEEZVEEA,

Spiritual growth does not naturally happen unless we have a plan and make an effort to
draw close to God.

ATEZF>T, BHZ2LrV el ENEEEEF. BRICEZ Y LEV
NDTI,

What is your plan for this year to grow spiritually and draw closer to God?

SED, BECAOENIIHRTA L E, BRICEILKLEZHOFTERKATTA ?

For example, at the start of the year we think about our resolutions and goals regarding
general things, but we usually don’t think about goals for spiritual growth.

BlziE, —F0PIC, BEEEIFIC, EEOFOEEREN —RHNT, EN
BRE®. TOLOOHEICODVTERDCLERBEYAVDOTRAVTL &
h?

Don’t forget. No matter how good we think we can do on our own, we will naturally drift
away from God unless we make an effort to draw close to Him.

BETA, BNBVWTTEV, WKSEATSESVKER>TE, @MERIZIED<
OB HELEN IS5, BRICHENSENATLRVERT,

Remember what Paul wrote, “For I have the desire to do what is good, but I can’t carry it
out.”

NoOFEVEZEZBVWEHLTTEL, TR, EZ2LEVEVSEVLWA VD
EHBIDIC, ThERITIDEABVWASTI L EFE2TVET, (O—X
7:180RENEZD, )



After Jesus died, Paul did more than anyone else to spread the Gospel and was great
leader, but he himself always remembered that he was a sinner and had his own weak
areas.

A IABRITCLBShIEhE, BADARYE, NTDHEﬁEEiT\§%5
LWU—H—TLLH. K& BDBEENFEATHY., BDICRBLECEH D
VS ZEZVOEHEICEVTVERL I,

We, too, need to admit that we are weak and need to have a plan to draw close to God in
order to grow stronger in our faith.

MlsE, BOAFBLEVS ZEZRBH T, MRICESTVWT, BB E35
BEFLEThER)EREA,

Three ways that we can grow spiritually and draw closer to God are through time spent in
praise, prayer and studying the Word.

s, BEZITHEBEEP, MHEBEEP, BEEZ25OBEZEL T, EWICK
ET22EIC&2T, BRICIEIKZENEKRBDNDTT,

I would like you to pick one of these three areas and think about what you would like to
do regarding your own prayer time, praise time or Bible reading time that would help you
to grow stronger in your faith.

CHD=ZD20FHAS, HEAIL—DOBATVWELFVWT, BETHEM, 47V OBRRE,
EBE#FOCREIC., EOrB< B2 EHIC, EOLDBZEEZETHEVVDOL %
EZZTVWEREEEVEBVET,

In just a little while, I would like to break into 2 smaller groups, the men can meet
together and the women can meet together.

HeT, BHEZMOZDOTIN—T oA NhIZVEBRVWET,
And in the group, share about what one thing you would like to do this year to grow in
your faith and draw closer to God.

TJIL—7HT, BEWVIC, GOLEVTORRE, BRICEISEHICLELSE
zU\jTL\%)L.tE b\SAL\$b$QO

This is the first time we are doing something like this, so it may be something different
and you might be a little nervous.

MIEEN, COLIBEZTDORIHTTINS, 5L2EFRSIHLEHAN
Ft A

But since each one of us is God’s child, we are all a family. We are all in the same
situation. If we can’t share with one another about our faith here at church, and encourage
one another, where else can we go?

TEH, REBRAABBERDFEELTINS, AABRKTT., B> HAK
BULRRIZVET, 2, BT, BEVICHZOEMICDWTELEY, &E
WCRHERFTENTEBDL 21256, ICECTTEDRTLEOIN?



As you share with others what your plan is for this year, encourage one another and at the
end, pray for one another to follow through with the plan and to grow stronger in faith.

LOAN=BE, SFEOFHEZZAEEVENS, BEVICHELE> T, HEIC,
ZTOFTEE, EOFR<BDILEHICH>TTELV,



