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I would like to share with you why this verse is on the wall of our church.
ESLT, COHEN, HRDBIZEVWTHD0DH, BRELEVWERVET,

Our church is a Foursquare Church and the Foursquare denomination began in 1923 by a
lady named Aimee Semple MacPherson.
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She traveled throughout the United States and also to other countries preaching the
gospel.
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An uncountable number of people came to believe in Jesus because of her work.
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She also had an amazing healing ministry. Whenever she would preach, great numbers of
sick people would come and she would pray for them and they would be healed.
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I can’t begin to tell you all the things that she accomplished, but we do have a book at our
church that is about her life.
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It is called “Aimee” and if anyone is interested in reading about her, this book would be
very encouraging and inspiring.
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God worked through Aimee in truly amazing ways.
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When Aimee talked about Jesus, she used these words more than any other. “Jesus Christ
is the same, yesterday and today and forever.”
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Hebrews 13:8 became a theme verse for Foursquare and every Foursquare Church has
Hebrews 13:8 displayed somewhere in the main auditorium of the church.
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This verse was important to Aimee because she believed that the same Jesus that healed,

saved and delivered people in the Bible is the same Jesus that still heals, saves and
delivers people today.
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She had faith to know that Jesus does not change and we can expect Him to work in the
same miraculous ways that are in the Bible.
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Because Jesus always remains the same, this is one of the reasons why we can put our
faith in Him.

AIAKEE, WOREDSTICRALTINS, cOZelk. 1 TAKRICENZR
DIEHNTED—DOOEAILKYET,

There are really few things in life that are unchanging and few things in life that we can
always depend on, but we can always depend on our unchanging Savior, Jesus Christ.
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The other day, one of the ladies in the Hope and Joy Class, who is not a Christian, made
this discovery by herself in class.

C M., HopeandJoy VT AT, JUAF+ U TREBEVEBEAN., BLZBS
T, ZEFSLVEN DA OTEELL,

She said that of all the things that are important in life: family, health, job, money, house,
God, etc... God was the only thing that doesn’t change.
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She said that the other things change. For example, we can lose our job, we can lose our

money, we can lose family members, we can get sick and die, but God is the only thing
that remains constant.
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That means that we can rely on Him more than anything else in our lives.
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I was so happy when she shared this because she realized a very important truth.
LN CORPNBEICKRIVEDT, FAlk, ETEELLBVELLE,

I’m sure that we have all had disappointing experiences with our job, family, money,
etc... because something changed from what we thought would happen.
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With Jesus, we will never experience that disappointment. We can always trust Him
because He never changes.
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Let’s look in the Bible and read this verse in context. Let’s read the verse that comes right
before it and the verse that comes right after it.

BENSKDEBERHAETL &S, COHDRERDEHERAETL &5,

Open your Bibles and let’s read Hebrews 13:7-9.

EEZRVT. ATIL13:7 - 9ZZHATLLS,

(Read.)

(FO)

Verse 7 is teaching us to remember the leaders who have spoken the Word of God to us.
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Especially in Japan, the Christian leaders who have come before us are precious people
of God.
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Francis Xavier was probably the first person to bring Christianity to Japan. He
established the first Christian mission in Japan in 1549.
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His missionary travels took him from Portugal to India, Sri Lanka, The Philippines, Japan
and China.
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It’s hard to know exactly the number of people in these countries who believed in Jesus
because of Francis Xavier’s work, but I read estimates from 30,000 to 700,000.
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It’s an amazing number of people, isn’t it?
TTVARTT R,

It’s amazing what God can do through one leader who is submitted and faithful to do
God’s will.

—ADEMRVBOZIEEEZBL T, @&k, B<ELYOBEZRETVET,

Then in Japan, in the late 1600s, there was great persecution of the Christians. Many were
killed and some went into hiding.

Thrs, 1 7THEOKRDYE, JURFY &, BEEhTLVERLE, REh
EOUVAFYEVWRLEL, BRTVWEVVAF Y EEKETAVEL I,

But during those times, there were leaders with strong faith who continued to believe and
taught others about Jesus.
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In the past 100 years or so, there have been many great Christian leaders, both foreign
and national, who have taught the Word of God and continued God’s work in Japan.
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Billie Francey is the name of the first Foursquare missionary who came to Japan.
EV— 722> -G, BRTORIOT7A—ATVITOEHEMTL Iz,
She founded the Foursquare work in Japan in 1950.

MzlE, 1950, ARATT7#—RVITOBERBHILEATT,

One of the children who believed in Jesus through Billie Francey’s ministry was a girl
named Kazuko.

EV— 7220—0@EEBLT, A\ TAKZFELULEFEED—AIL, —F&
AEVWSZOFAVEL I,
That Kazuko grew up and married a man named Masui.

CHO—FEAR, RALBE2T, BHETALVWSBHEREBLEL L,

That Masui is our own Masui Sensei. Both Masui Sensei and his wife have devoted their
lives to bringing the gospel throughout all of Japan.

COEHESAN, REEOBHAEETT | FLT, EHEEELE—FEEE, /1T
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Verse 7 tells us to remember those who spoke the Word of God to us. I’'m sure we each

can recall names of pastors, missionaries, church leaders who have taught us God’s Word.
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Let us be thankful for those leaders whom God has used and continues to use to
strengthen our faith and guide us in following Jesus.

BERAAVTTEEEELSL, SAVWTTE2TVREEELSICRAHL
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But, as wonderful as a Christian leader can be, leaders don’t last forever.
TE, WKSERBESLWEEETE, TOEEEN, VO2ETEERFICLWSDIT
TREHYEFEA,

Leaders change, especially missionaries. Missionaries may only come to Japan for a short
period of time.

BESELS5EEDVYET. BILEHMTY, EFEME. EVHBLTBERICKE
WLET,

Pastors, too change position. The same pastor rarely stays at the same church from the
start of his work until retirement.

HEEEDWERT, HEZROLEALAS, BB IZETHALHSIC VI HEE.
BEALEVBVWERVRT,

Even though it’s natural for us to associate leaders with certain church, the church
doesn’t belong to the leaders.

FERRIEBN, COHLDIBEEER Steve, HENHRXNIESHERFIBEHLLE,
EB2ZELTE, #Holk, BEEOEOTRHY EHA,
God is the one who works though leaders.

BERCBEN, BEEZBLTHVTTEANDTY,

We should be able to see Jesus in the lives of our leaders.
SR, TOREBEOEEERES, (TABNRXBETTT,

A good leader will acknowledge God working through him and will give credit and glory
to God.

FWEEEQ, #ENfBS2ZBLTAVTTESEESTLLS, LT, 22
ICHEDORAEN HDIDTTI,

A good leader will teach us to depend on God and not on him.

FVWEEER, A0, BRICHESBVWT, #RICEALSICEHRADTLL
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I read about a pastor who was going to resign from his church. He had pastored at that
church for several years.

COE, WEDOFEZZAELZ, COMAIRE, E5I<KERBLET. ARLHET,
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One of the members said to him, “I don’t see how I’'m going to make it without you! I
depend so much on you for my spiritual help!”
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The pastor said to this member, “Then the sooner I leave, the sooner you can start
depending on the Lord. Never build your life on any servant of God. Build your life on
Jesus Christ. He never changes.”

HWEAFEBFRAELLE, "AAFE>THEEL, HBLERE, 1 TAKICEYEHEDHST
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Pastors and leaders can help us greatly, but Jesus is the one we depend on.

HEEHADIEEERF, MWEE5Z2RBSLVBTZIZCENTERIAN, R
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We don’t belong to the pastor, we belong to Jesus.

sk, HEACELTVWAOTRHERA. REBRAIAKIEBELTVLS
DT,

The Bible teaches that Jesus is the head of the church.

EER. 1 TAKRBRH2OALSEEHATVET,

Jesus is the head of Sendai Zion Church, and Jesus is the head of every church and Jesus
Christ never changes.

A IAKE, WA FVH2DHALS, IXTOH2OALST, 1 ITA £V
ANBEZEDY ZENBYYEEA
Now let’s look at the verse that comes right after Hebrews 13:8.

Tlk. AT 13 :80HEICLKDHFERTHEL &S,

Verse 9 is teaching us two things. The first thing it is teaching us is to not be carried
about with various and strange doctrines.

IBT, ZONTEEHATVET., — DB, EHXXERBRBOLHRLLT
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When a new pastor or new missionary comes to a church, there may be times when that
person brings new teaching. We must be careful not to accept any teaching that goes
against what is written in the Bible.

FUVHETREHAA . BRI E, HLVWIELZHADEEEHYET, B
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We must not change the gospel of Jesus Christ.

MEBE, 1 ZTA FUANOBBEEZZEATRVITERE A,

Even though there may be different denominations of churches, like Foursquare, Baptist,
Assembly of God, etc...all churches must agree and believe in the gospel of Jesus.

EERVWBWABBRRAH2TE, 73—RIITX®. NTTAN TyvE27
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The meaning of the gospel is that Jesus came to die for the sins of the world and through
his death and resurrection, we can be forgiven and have eternal life.

BEEOEWKE, 1 TAEN., HAPOFROLEHICFEATTIE 2T, FEEEYIC
&2T, BAEBRE, RLEKEDHGEBFLEEVWSZETT,



Even though we are all sinners and we don’t deserve what Jesus did for us, if we have
faith and believe that Jesus is our Savior, we can receive eternal life because of God’s
grace.

EER, MIEBHABNREAT, ATARNFLTTERZZZTSICELEL
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Because Jesus is the same and does not change, what we believe about Jesus does not
change.

AIAKRE, BELSTIZCVD2EFLTIAS, A TAKRICOVTHREBHELS
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From time to time, we may hear new theories about who Jesus is, or new ideas about
what Jesus’ teachings mean.
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Movies about Jesus will come out and present ideas about Jesus that are different from
what we read in the Bible.

ATAREODVTOREAETELY, BEEBNHATVEIDEERES CLZH
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For example, the movie “The Da Vinci Code” shared things about Jesus that were not
true and against what is written in the Bible.

EEARF, FEFIOA-REVSBRER, 41 TAKICOVWT, BEELEVWTHD
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Even if the people who teach these wrong teachings are smart, college professors,
scholars, or PhDs, if it goes against what is taught in the Bible, it is not true.

EER, ELLDCEZHADAN, BAKLKT, REDKXLEP, FE, T
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Sometimes these strange ideas become popular for awhile. But even if these ideas
become popular and people seem to think they are true, these ideas will not last.

ISk, COEBIENT—LICBE2EYLETHN, FEXT—LIZE>TVS
BAH>TE, COBEARVOIAFEELSEZYNET,

Many times I have shared with you the words that Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass
away, but My words will by no means pass away.”

R, BEAIL, TZOXRBBBROEENET. LAL., bELOZEFRRL
TRUBZENBYERAL EATIABNEDNIEIEE, AAEXY DT
BELELE,

God’s word will never pass away.

HEROESER, RUTHTD B EEA,



The things that are written in the Bible are written by God, therefore there is no person
who is capable of coming up with any idea that goes against what is written by God.

BEZECEVNTHDI LR, BENEINEEETIHNS, HERTODZEEZEL
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Be confident in knowing that what is written in the Bible is true and will last far longer
that any new idea that comes along.

BEIEVTHDLEE, BLrOBEAKLWET2ERLEHELSNT, BEE-TE
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The second thing that verse 9 teaches us is to be strengthened not by food, but by grace.
IMCEVTHD, £5—D002ElF. BNPPIZLR>TTRELS, BHICKDT
DZERODEVNSETT,

The reason why food is mentioned here is because in the Old Testament, there is a list of

unclean foods that the Jews were not to eat and some of the people to whom this letter
was written were considering going back to the old Jewish dietary laws.

ESLT, CCTERANYHFHETELAESS . BHUEEIL, AXTAN. BN
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There are things that we do as Christians that are traditions, but they are not crucial for

our faith. For example, in some churches, the pastor or priest may wear a certain type of
clothing.

MEBICE, JVAFY2ELTO, ABF®21EYLERT, TEH, ThE, K
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BAEANBYET,

They may be good reasons for that, but those pastors can’t criticize other pastors who
don’t wear the same type of clothing.

BRBRZED VVWVERIHZIHPEMNELAYN, COREZBEBEVAILL., TEX
sV ERFREAFEEAS
For example, some churches sing only a particular style of worship songs. They may be

beautiful, moving songs, but there are also many other styles of music that we can also
use for worship.

e, H23HB2EF, REQ>EBFEOARANNIETTERZLET, ELVT,
DEAENDIHEEBVERTY, LEOLHORICE, ICELSETANDARAS
LOBRVWEAFHYIET,

For example, Foursquare churches have Hebrews 13:8 on their walls. That doesn’t mean
that churches that don’t have a Bible verse on their walls are not serious in their faith.

FERE, 72—RIVIT7OHLOFIZ, ANTIL13 : 8HEVTHYET,
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This is our denomination’s tradition. Traditions and beliefs are different.
e, MEBEORMKOABETH>T, ABEFELDELFEVET,
The traditions that we have may be good, but we can’t force our traditions on others.

WOWEEF®H>TE, BHADOAL, REBERAURABZRLODTAZEETER
ThAo

And like it says in verse 9, don’t rely on food, or the traditions or practices for strength,
instead, grace should strengthen our heart.

IMIBVTHBDLSIC, XY, ABICL>TTREL, BHICL2TLER
HTTHEL,
It is only by God’s grace that we are saved.

BEOEHXRCI>TEGT, IEEERDNET,

Tradition or following rules may be helpful, but they do not save us.

REBEERAUZTFRZCERFVVIETTH, ThTHONEYRLEEA,
Through God’s grace, we can receive strength, salvation and all that we need.

BEOBHICE2T, HERVE, TRTOBEBEDEZHFDIENTEDD
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Today is the first Sunday that our church family is seeing this verse in our church.

SHIF, AEBSHLAOREKN, COFZ2R325WOEEATY,

From now on, we will be looking at this verse every time that we come into this room.
No matter where you stand in this room, you can read this verse.

chhrsk, COHRIZADE, WOTEZOFENFRAT, BEOEZICWTE,
CHEZHFRUENTEXRT,
When we look at this verse, let this verse strengthen you.

ABEA, COFERES, COFTHHRIELHEEBROTTE,

Don’t just read the words; believe that the Jesus that we read in the Bible can do the same
things today in your life as He did 2000 years ago.

EE, RCETTRELS T, BEECHTLKBAMIAEKN, REBOEFEOFIC,
200 0FHERAULUCEZLTTERCENTEREVWSZEZBFEUTTEL,
Let this verse give you more faith.

COREEN, BEETADEMNZROTINET,

From this point on, may our faith grow and may we see Jesus work in greater ways in the
lives of each of our families.
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We can’t see the future and we don’t know all of the changes that will happen in our lives,
but we can trust that our loving Savior, Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today and
forever.
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