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About 2 years ago, I heard that this year’s Foursquare Convention was going to be in
Israel, and I knew that I wanted to attend.
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I was determined to go and I started to save money.
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I have been wanting to go to Israel for a long time and so I am very thankful that I had
the opportunity to go this summer.
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Before I went, I really didn’t know what kind of place Israel was and I didn’t know what
would move me (impact me) about the trip.

ZU23URie—/& ... E/L)")EMQ.JIM':1aBi6Q8TQ¥JilL

)')K6pN2R/%d.80nQ.r.ma>vJ:Bi

You have probably heard from Pastor Masui and Pastor Yo about all the places that we
toured.
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There are many wonderful places that we saw that we often read about in the Bible. For

example: The Mount of Olives, the Garden of Gethsemane, the Dead Sea, and the city of
Jerusalem.
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When we were at these places, I’'m sure that all of us tried to imagine Jesus being at these
places.
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Even though I was glad to be at those places, I was thankful that God is not confined to a
certain place, or a certain country. We don’t have to go to a certain place to find God.
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God is always with us no matter where we go.
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David says to God, “If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if [ make my bed in the
depths, you are there.” (Psalms 139:8) And Jesus tell us, “I am with you always, to the
very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)
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For me, more than touring and seeing all the important places in Israel, the convention
meetings were more meaningful to me.
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I learned a lot and I understood things in the Bible that I didn’t understand before.
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Have you ever had this experience where you may have read something in the Bible
many times before, but now you are seeing things as if for the first time and you are
understanding things that you didn’t before.
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I had that experience regarding what the Bible says about the Jews and Israel. I am
beginning to understand God’s heart for Israel and for the Jewish people.
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Today I want to share with you about what the Bible teaches us about God’s plan for the
Jews and Israel.
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Let’s start at the beginning. Please turn to Genesis 12 and let’s read about Abraham.
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Abraham is sometimes referred to as “Father Abraham” because God began the nation of
Israel with a promise to Abraham. Let’s read Genesis 12: 1-3 together. (Read.)
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In verse 2, the “great nation” that is mentioned became the nation of Israel.
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The important part that I want you to understand is in verse 3. God says, “All peoples on
earth will be blessed through you.”
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Even though God’s blessing is on Israel, it says that “All peoples on earth will be blessed
through you.”
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Therefore, from the beginning we can see that God’s plan was to bless all people, not just
Israel.
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Sometimes we tend to think of the Old Testament as being just about the Jews. Don’t
ever think that in the Old Testament God only cared about the Jews.
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God’s promise and His salvation are for all people.
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Genesis 12 is not the only place where it says this. There are at least 6 places in the Old
Testament where it says that all the nations of the earth will be blessed through Israel.
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Unfortunately Israel did not always do a good job of blessing other nations and reaching
out to other nations with God’s love.
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In fact, in the old Testament, we can read that there were many times when Israel was
disobedient to God.
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But from the beginning, we can see that God’s promise was to bless Israel and bless other
nations through her.
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And God’s word doesn’t change. The Jews always were God’s chosen people.
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Now let’s move to the New Testament. When Jesus, the promised Savior, came to earth,

his disciples, and all the members of the early church were Jewish, or converted to
Judaism.
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Then the apostle Peter was the first one to preach the gospel to the Gentiles.
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As Peter was preaching, the Holy Spirit fell on the Gentiles, they began speaking in
tongues and they received from God the same thing that the Jewish disciples had received.
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This experience opened the door for people from Gentile nations to receive Jesus and
now the church had both Jews and Gentiles.
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As the number of Gentiles in the church grew, the leadership became predominantly
Gentile.
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As time passed, the Jewish church became a Gentile church.
8N/OUGNGoOoIliA+Al78l©/iGyc5!I7elON+ rFI'0Oa:Bi

As the church became a predominantly Gentile church, she forgot her Jewish roots
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Unfortunately, the Christian church has separated herself from Judaism. What began as
an all-Jewish group of believers, became a non-Jewish church.
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I think most people now would think of Judaism and Christianity as two separate
religions.
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Right now, we are experiencing another transition in the church. 40 years ago, there was
not a single congregation of Jewish people who believed in Jesus. Today, there are over
400 congregations of Jewish people who believe in Jesus.
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When we were in Israel, the leaders of some of these Jewish congregations spoke to us.

We were told that in Israel, there are over 100 congregations of Jewish people who
believe in Jesus.
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When I heard this, my heart was so joyful to know that God’s chosen people are starting
to receive salvation and accepting Jesus.
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These Jews that are believing in Jesus are not converts to Christianity. They have

maintained their identity as Jews, they call themselves Jews, but they believe in Jesus as
their Savior in the same way that we do.
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They are called Messianic Jews. Messianic means “messiah”. The messiah is Hebrew
word for the promised Savior.
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A Messianic Jew is a Jew who believes in Jesus.
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So now, we are in a point of history where the number of Jewish believers are increasing
and will continue to increase.
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God’s plan from the beginning was to save the world through Israel and His word never
changes.
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There are events in recent history that I would like to share with you that show that God’s
plan for Israel is continuing.
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In May of 1948, by a vote in the United Nations, Israel became a nation.
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This was an extremely important event in history and I’m sure most people would not
have expected this to happen.
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When Israel became a nation in 1948, it was like God was announcing that there would
be changes taking place in the world.
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Then in June of 1967, at the end of the Six-Day War, Israel recaptured the city of
Jerusalem and the Holy City of Jerusalem was returned to Israel.
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In 1989, the Berlin Wall came down and communism in Russian collapsed. Russian Jews

were free to return to Israel and today approximately 20% of Israel’s Jewish population
are Russian-speaking.
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In 1991, 14,325 Jews from Ethiopia returned to live in Israel and Jews from other nations
are returning to Israel.
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There was probably no one who could have imagined that these things would happen, but
God has never forgotten Israel and His word will never pass away.
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In the beginning of the message, we read in Genesis about God’s plan to bless the Jews
and all the nations of the world through the Jews.
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Because God’s Word does not change, we can also look in the New Testament and see

this same message of how God wants to bless the Jews and then the other people in the
world.
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Please turn to Romans 1:16. (Read)
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In this verse, “Greeks” mean gentiles. At this time, Jews often referred to anyone who
wasn’t Jewish as Greek.
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In verse 16, “to the Jew first” does not mean that Jews are better than Gentiles. This is

just God’s plan — to bring salvation to the world through the Jews and through a Jewish
Savior.

iONOQi+A+AlluR;dgK')QRIiGYc5!IkmA+AlIQ8H/''C
K3z JRM2I1iKi<gRiA«AllQ7a'Eub©: 1i¥u7a)K")7
\—GE/%nK")6KJI<i

God’s plan is that the gospel be shared to the Jew first, then the Gentile.
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You don’t have to turn there now, but in the book of Romans, chapters 10 and 11, Paul
explains this situation between the Jews and the Gentiles who believe in Jesus.
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It’s too long to the read both chapters now, but I encourage you, sometime today, or
during the week to sit down and read Romans 10 and 11.
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When I read Romans 10 and 11 now, I understand it now better than before and I would
like to summarize those two chapters for you now.
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Paul says that it is his desire and prayer that Israel may be saved. This is God’s desire as
well.
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Paul writes, “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that
God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9)
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Even though Israel has rejected Jesus and most Jews do not believe in Jesus, God has not
rejected Israel.
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Paul compares Israel to an olive tree. He says that some of the branches were broken off
of the olive tree. This means that some of the Jews did not believe Jesus and receive
salvation.
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When these branches were broken off, other wild branches were grafted in. These wild

branches are us. We Gentiles are branches that are grafted into the tree, which is God’s
plan for salvation.
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Paul also says there will be a time when the Jews will come to Jesus. He writes,
“And so all Israel will be saved.” (Romans 11:26)
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Of course “All Israel will be saved” does not mean that every Jewish person who has ever
lived will be saved. But there will be a time when great numbers of Jews will receive
Jesus as their Messiah (Savior).
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And now, at this point in history, we are seeing this beginning to happen.
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So, what is our response to what the Bible teaches us about God’s plan for Israel?
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We need to pray for Israel and for the Jews. This is what the Bible teaches us to do.
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When I was in Israel, I heard an amazing story about praying for Israel.
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I don’t know if you have heard of Reinhard Bonnke or not. Reinhard Bonnke is a German
evangelist and he ministers in Africa.
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For over 30 years, he has worked in Africa.
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When he holds meetings in Africa, unbelievable crowds of people come.
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I don’t know how many people have been saved through his ministry, but I’m sure that

there have been thousands of people, probably tens of thousands of people that have been
saved.
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I have seen pictures of videos of his meetings and they are unbelievable and also very
inspiring.
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One of the pastors in Israel told us a story about Reinhard Bonnke.
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One day, when he was praying, God told Reinhard Bonnke to pray for Israel.
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Reinhard Bonnke thought, “Yay! I’'m going to go to Israel!”
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God said, “No, I didn’t say that. Pray for Israel.”
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God said to him, “If you pray for Israel, I will give you Africa.”
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When we heard this story, we were greatly moved, because we know that God has
obviously given Africa to Reinhard Bonnke.
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There is no pastor who has a greater influence in Africa than Reinhard Bonnke.
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When Bonnke obeyed God’s order of praying for Israel first, God used him to bring
salvation to Africa.
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This story really moved me. It encouraged me that whenever I pray for Japan, I should
pray for Israel first.
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Isn’t that the order that we just read in Romans? The gospel is for the Jew first, then for
all who would believe.
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I have also heard stories from pastors of churches in America regarding supporting Israel
and the Jewish people.
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Many pastors have felt that God was leading them to give financial support to Jewish
ministries.

+© 2 QD60°B DR IKi<g/i A+ AllQI-baQBdNi-d us65nk)N.e'
I'nK3®;a:Bi

Even though their own financial situation was not easy, after they obeyed God and gave
to support Jewish ministries, God blessed them with even more money in return.
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If we want to receive God’s full blessing, then we need to be a blessing to the Jewish
people.
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We Christians need to remember that the roots of our faith are in Judaism.
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There is only one God. The God of the Jews is our God.
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There is a verse from Psalms that I would like you to remember. Please turn to Psalms
122:6

\GNV N9F ' 1% nNOubM8VvN\)+I'BCOB'K2-"a<i\gNV uh "I
§8'I\gNViTTooJd<i

Let’s read together only the first part of this verse.

ONO Q9$-QK6pC4ui*PaN]J<ba:j)i

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.”

+...E’E¥%Q1' QBdNKxo0ig
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Here, we are commanded to pray for the peace of Jerusalem. Let us always remember to
pray for the Jews and for true peace to come to Jerusalem and all of Israel.

66JILPBDRi..E’E¥%QLl' QBdNKxnk)N'Is8oa:BiA-
AlQBdi@:11a6KQ1'/...E’E¥%K<\IQe—&A ...EN%NKk
YNIKxF1'0a:j)i

The Bible refers to Jesus as the Prince of Peace.
R89fJRie...<gQ6KuUu+1l' Q&g K vJ'a<i

May the Prince of Peace come into the hearts of Jews and may all people, both Jew and
Gentile receive salvation in Jesus name.

1' Q&2 ...—<g/1A<AIIQ2RNI0Ii<\IQIdiAAlleiGy
chlleis...—<gQ20&e NkFI7a'u&fda<k)Ni



