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Has everyone here has brought his/her own Bible to church today?
hBEA, CEDTDEEEF >TEXRLEDL?

Do you remember when you received your Bible? Did someone give you your Bible, did
you buy it yourself?

BOOEENVODBIOFRICZELAEBATVEILN? HELPCVEEVEZED
TIDL?2ENDICE>TVWEEVLEEDOTIN?TNEELBSTELLENDTT
n?

(Everyone share.)

(FhEThETERXD, )

I can’t remember when I received my first Bible. I know I was in elementary school and
my church gave me a small New Testament.

E, ZHOEEZVDES»LEAREATVEREAN, MNEROE, HAT,
PEBRFNEEZESVWEL L,

Then at some point, my parents bought me a Bible that had both the Old and New
Testament.

TO®, WAL, BHEFNFIA>TVWRIEZEZE>T<hKRL I,

To an elementary school kid, it seemed like a very serious book. It had a black cover that
looked somewhat old fashioned to me.

NFEIZEDT, E2TEHEXRUDBRICBALL, AIN—RBFENL 20T, FAIC
EOTR, B2 FRICREAFTRL L,

In English, there are many different translations of the Bible and so I have bought several
different Bibles over the years.

REOEER., E<ZAORIHZ2OT, @MFHLICE>TESROEEZ MM
HPEVERL L,

I received a new Bible last year when I was in the U.S. and it looks anything but old
fashioned. Cool color, huh? (It’s neon green.)

EF, TRAUALCVERIC, FEHLLVEEZE>TESVELE, BRATRE
<T., BEA2ZVVTLES?

This particular version is called “The Message” and it is written in language that people
use today and is very easy to understand.

Chid, BEETRALKT "XV E—JJEBENRTVET, ChBRESHSE
DPTWREETEANTVBDT, E2TEDLYRTVTT,
But when I was young and had this very serious looking Bible with the black cover.

TE, PEEORE, BOUAN-—DOXRUHICRAZEEZF >TLELL,



I knew it was important, but I thought it was way too long.

EER, KMHIBEREEVWSZENDTH>TE, MRBRIEDEBEVELI,
I did not read it regularly and I was not motivated to read it.
EHNICREFERRBEA 2L, BERFHYELEATLL,

I read it on Sundays during Sunday School and there were times when I read the Bible on
my own at home.

BEER(C, HEEZFERTHAT, RTHI TRALEREHYY XL I,

When I read it on my own, there were difficult passages, difficult words and I thought it
was hard to understand.

BOTHALERZE, 22 VIC<KVERP, 2AVIECKVEEEHY LI,
Even though I am an adult now, I still think there are difficult passages, difficult words
and I think it is hard to understand.

RAEBE 25T DHPVESVERPEEN BB ER>TVXRT,

I hear Japanese often say that the Japanese Bible is hard to understand and has words that
we never use in everyday conversation.

FlE, "BERFOEEEF, 21V ILLKLKT, STREREAE>TVWEVSEE A
TW3, EARANESNDZLI<BEEFRT,

The Bible is a difficult book to read at first.

EEEF. RPULCECREICE, 22YIC<VWTT &1,

It’s also hard to be disciplined to read the Bible regularly. Even Christians are not
naturally disciplined to read the Bible every day.

o, EENCEEZRCE VSRS, ELLWEDTY, JURAFYUTE,

BRICBHEEZHCEVSORBRHBELWVWIELEELERVET,

Even though it’s hard to be disciplined, I think that we would all agree that the Word of
God is something that is important.

HOIREVSON, EEAHULLKTE, CZEVRIABETARK, BOSTER,
RPEEVWSZENFDA>TVSHL®BDERVET,

The Bible is God’s Word that is spoken to us.

BER, AEBICE>TTE 8 KROFETT,

In the Old Testament, there is a well known verse about God’s word. Jesus also spoke
this same verse in the New Testament, so it has become even more important.

HNEET, #OFTELOVT, K<HSATLVRHIHYET, 1 TAKE,
COEUHZHNEETEOLNATVWARIOT, LY AYBECBREEVSZEND
PYET,

It is first written in the 5™ book of the Old Testament, Deuteronomy. Deuteronomy 8:3.
Let’s read it together.

COEE, FUDHIZ, BNEEOREZEBICHZIHEGBGREVSEZAILEVTHY)
i?o EEI:IF]FI . 3&&5\!\-{?3\1\0 _ﬁt:gﬁ/b'f“&bei’Bo



The beginning of this verse talks about manna. The last sermon that I preached was about
the manna that God sent to the Israelites.

CORDOXY =2, BERFMATZIIACESETTE 2 £YFICOVTT
LEA, COBMOHRHDEZBIC, TOXFICODVWTEVTHY KT,

While the Israelites were in the desert for 40 years, there was no food, so God rained
manna down for them.

AAZITIAR, 4 0FERFICVERIC, BXYFBL 20T, BN, X

TEBRSETTEVWELE,

They received only enough for that day’s portion. The day before the Sabbath, God gave
them enough for the Sabbath also, but otherwise God gave them enough manna to eat for
each day.

ok, TOBRICTRBEFVWEEEERLEZ, EHOGORAIC, &S, EAD
DETDTEVELEY, K., HICEZTOBZTOEEXDOICTSBETT
T21ZOTTY,

According to verse 4 that we just read, why did God send them manna each day?

SHARABILEBE, ESLTHEN, BAEAASIIALIFERSETT

EO2EDTL&SA?
It says that God humbled them and caused them to feel hunger.
Sl TENT, R, PhoszEFELY, HlAETET, EEVTHYET,

They wanted to receive manna from God because they felt hungry, they felt the need for
God’s help.

BORZEZRBRULLDOT, BN TE2ENFTZENELT, #EROPBITHNYE
EERUTWEL I,

God wanted to teach them that “Man does not live by bread alone, but on every word that
comes from the mouth of the LORD.”

BEE, "TAR, NETTEEZEDZOTREV, ABEOAASHZIXNTOE
DTEED, OEEVSZEZ, BWESICHALA2IZDTT,

This is the part of this verse that Jesus quoted, “Man does not live by bread alone, but on
every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.”

AFIICHD. "TAK,. NEFETTEZDOTRERAEVL, ARFEF0oO,SsHZDTANT
NDENDTEEZED, ; EVSOE, 1 TABNFEOLNESETT,

In Deuteronomy, when Moses reminded the people that they did “not live on bread
alone”, this meant that even their food was decreed by God’s word.

B T, E—klF. A TNVETTEZZOTREEVL,, VWS 2EZ2EW
HEBEEWSZ LR, BXYE, GOSEZBLTH2LEVWSZETT,



The Israelites had manna because God said they would receive it. Therefore, it was
ultimately not the bread that kept them alive in the desert, but God’s word that they
would receive manna that kept them alive.

BEN. TSELNEDT, AATSTILAR, YXFEVLELEEELE, TIHS
REICVAEEC, NUTEETVENOTREELST, NFTETEHHOSETEE
TWEDTT,

They learned to depend on what God said would happen.
AATZIIAR, BEAELNECEICEDEVS CEZETELL,

Each day, by gathering manna, they were reminded that God’s word provides them with
what they need. It is not by their own strength that they were able to get the manna.

BH, NTZEHBREZBLT, FOSEELVSINOR, BSICHKAEBREDLEL
L\’B:tfém\b\ﬂjéﬂ'f@_{j—o a a)jJT VTEQELAh%)Q_tLiHj;Eiﬂ'
ATLIZ,

We, too, need to be reminded of this. God provides what we need and not ourselves.

MFSE\gwgtEMV$?%Eﬁ&6tMV¥? MEBTRRELST, HEk
 MEBORERDETEANDTT,

Espec1a11y when our life seems to be going well, we think, I did well.

BRI, £FEFSESVO2TVREIC, FAeBl,. "B, &<®2z) £B-
TLERVLZET,

We trust in our own abilities.

MIEBRETODICE>TLERVETD,

A little farther down in Deuteronomy 8, look what it says in verse 18.

F@MiL 8 ENDHLEZD, 18HZEHKTHEL &S,

Deuteronomy 8:18 says, “But remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you
the ability to produce wealth.”

BHaEe8 1 182, "HBLOM, TZVICEWABZEV., ENGBLICEEEE
tF2hZzEHlasnhd EEVTHYET,

God has given us the abilities to succeed in our lives.

HEA, MEEBIC, (KT ) HETEHDTY,

When we don’t acknowledge God as the One who gives us all that we need, we are
making a big mistake.

MEBIEINTOBEBENDZTEDDORERBALEVWSCEICEZEHED
2256, REZXFEVEZLLTLEVWET,

It’s easy to think that we have accomplished things on our own, and to think that we are
self-sufficient, but really, God is the one that gives us all that we need.

ATEETDATHRZIEE>TLRWASTIN, BTN, REBOIAN
TOBEBENZETETDIHFBENTT,



Earlier I said that today’s verse, Deuteronomy 8: 3, is a well known verse. It is also not
that difficult to understand.

XVtE—CDBRYINDECHTHFELL, BME8 : 3k, K<HASITVBET,
DHANICKWEZABTRRBYFEA,

“Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the
LORD” means that we cannot survive without God’s Word.

"AR. NERGTEEZZOTRREV, ABEDOAASHZIINTOEDNTEE
%1 EVSERE, BROPBSFTEZLICKEEZEANTERVEVSZETT,

The Israelites needed manna every day to survive, and we need God’s Word every day
for our heart.

AAZTINAR, £EZLEHIC, BANFTZVEEKZLENFHY XL, ALK
S, BB, DOEHIC, HROBEEEZBEVELESLENHY T,

This is not something that the church pastor or missionary says you must do every day.
Rather, partaking of God’s Word daily is our responsibility.

HL2OPEPEHMA, ABTAIKL, BEHEROHATSEZVLETNEZYRE
AREESINSTRELST, BABKROBESEZVLESOR, REE50EESE
NDTY,

We have to realize on our own that we need to rely on His Word for our survival.
MIBE—ANOEYNRABY, £EZDLHICEBEROUSEICEIZLEN HD LV
SCEEKRIPBHAEBEYFEA,

This is our responsibility to obey and partake of God’s Word.
HOWPSEZVLEEVWT, #5&VS R’ AEBENOEETT,

The Israelites felt the need for manna because they were hungry.

AAZINARE., BBHLAFTVTVEDT, NFTOMEETZRUEL I,

When we feel the need for God’s Word, reading the Bible will not be something that is
unenjoyable or something we do out of obligation.

sk, HOHSEZHRUCONBELEZERULS, BEEZHU LR, BE
I2T22ETE, ELLKBEVIETEHYEEA,

Earlier I asked everyone, where did you get your Bible from?

FEE, ARBEAIL, BENECHSFRICRZELEAESEAELEL I,

I’m not going to ask you any more questions today, but if we asked one another, what is

your favorite Bible verse, or Bible passage, probably everyone could share a verse or
passage that they liked or that was encouraging to them.

SH, BHAOERRESLEEAN, BEVI "HELEENREMBIECTT
D EEEH2ZS. BETSL<KHBETAR, HERZHH, MEENBERZEHR
BLENTERELERVRT,



Besides your current favorite passages, there are many more passages that will become
your favorites.

ABEANFEBZEMOENIC, ChASE2EE2EHELBIEMEHD L

BUVWET,

There are passages that will carry you through difficult times.
REBECBIT<hZBEREHYET,

There are passages that will give you direction for the decisions that you make in life.
EFORT, AL ZRIT TR LHIC BLVTKhBEREHYNEFT,

There are passages that will help you not to worry about the things you usually worry
about.

SEAGEBLTWACEZDBLULBEVWLRSICEMTIZEDEREHYET,
There are passages that will encourage you.

MELTSNBECHREHYET,

There are passages that will give you joy.
EVZBERXAT<KNBDECHREHYET,

In order to partake of God’s word on a regular basis, we have to have a plan for reading
the Bible.

BEROSEZEHNICVEESEZOIC, BEEZHUCFHEZRFLZTAERYEE
Ao

There are many different reading plans.

HUFTE FhH) BE<ZTAHBYERT,

Masui Sensei often recommends reading one chapter from the book of Proverbs every

day. There are 31 days in a month and exactly 31 chapters in Proverbs so it works out
nicely.

BHEER, &<, BEFESEHLS. " ET O2RTCOHAVVTITRES >LPLVE
T, REICEI1EEXTHYEIL, —7AE31HHZDT, (AELETH)
5&3EVVWERVERT,

You can have the same plan of reading one chapter a day for any book in the Bible.
BEERRSTIC, FAhDECHE —H—EFTORECIEETEET,
Quantity is not as important as quality. It doesn’t have to be one chapter a day. You could
pick an important verse and just read and meditate on that one verse for that day.

ENSSVHREBAEVSCERNE, ENSSVAABIHAEVSZEDFHKRY
TY, " H—EHRFBThEESBVWEVS ETRAEL T, KU —FZzEA
T, TCEHRAT, R<ERDZENHKZNDTT,

There is an Iranian pastor that [ know who does this. He will read just one verse that has a

special meaning for him and he will think about this verse, pray and ask God to show him
deeper meaning in the verse and what this verse means for him.

MAH>TVR AT AOHENE., BRZERY &2 —HZFA T, BERIC, C
DEFDES ERVEREHATTEIRIC, EFLETOLEHICESVSERS S
BOHEVSCEDEDIZHTEDESTT,



God’s Word has deep meaning for us so we don’t have to rush or think that we have to
finish reading the whole Bible.

BOEERF., RVEKF%250T, 2VEY, BEEZzeHREsThERSEL
&, BERADBERHY A

I had a seminary professor who spent one entire year meditating on John 15.
AORMO/BERO LR, —FEHIA/NR15F5Z2KRVELTHATVERLL,
That impressed me that this professor spent one entire year studying John 15.

—F@, AN\RO15FZT&MBLAELEVWS LI, REBRBLELL,

I realized that God would bless this professor and reward her for wanting to spend so
much time on such a small, but important part of the Bible.

B<THE, RKYIBECRZZADIC, ToLBHEEPLEVEER>TVWR IO

FEIL, BFREBVTTEREBZSEVWS ZENFRIICREDAYEL I,
God will bless the time that we spend reading the Word.
BEEE, FA-BN, EEZHRUREZRBLTTEVET,

The other day, I read of another reading plan that I think is very easy to start with. It’s
called the 5x5x5 Reading Plan.

COE, ETEHHBHV, €53 —DONEEZHOFTBEZHRAEIL L. TN,
5- 5- 5EVWSHEAATT,

You read for 5 minutes-a-day, 5 days-a-week and do 5 things to help you understand
what you are reading.

—HB5%7., —BEICEET, RHEECANDLBIEHICTRENEIHYET,

Only 5 minutes-a-day, 5 days-a-week. And here are the 5 things you do as you are
reading.

—B 570, —BBEICEE, TLT, SiABNSXRRIENTEIHDEES
EWCDVWT, chASHEALEVWERVET,
#1 was to underline key words and important phrases.

—DB, RAVPEBDIEREARYBEXEICIREEIEET,

Many people already underline or highlight important sections in their Bible. When we
go back and read what we have underlined again, it draws our attention to these important
phrases.

ZL DAY, ES5FTTICEEIC, BESIVEY), ERVEFE VYL TVSE
BUVET, 2593 &., HiOAYEECANT<S<EO2HSNBL, BLVHT &
£ETEXET,

#2 was to rewrite what you have read in your own words.

ZOBE., BENSTHALECLE, BONDEETESEWSZLETT,

This is a technique that teachers sometimes use in the classroom. If we can say something
in our own words, we can understand at a more personal level.

FROFXELER, K<IOEZEFLEBICTEET. EL, AL L Z,
BODERICLES, AKEZEN, BIZABDNDTT,



#3 was to ask questions.
=2BE. BUWAITTHBDZETT,

As you are reading, ask Who, What, Where, Why, When, How. Answering these
questions will help you in understanding the passage.

AN S, TWo, T&ZT, TEEN) "M@z, TESLTL TESLED,
EEVTHBCETT, cOVSHWVICEATHD E, RALEBMAE 20D
BEOICHKYNET,

#4 was to ask “What is the big idea in this passage?”

M2Bk., "TCOEMDODXA KAV &, AEBSEB[S2ETY,
This helps us to summarize what we have read and see the themes in a certain section.

FRARECAEDIPVDODEATENLTADE, TOEBFOT—INE2LFE2 &
WERBATEERT,

#5 was to personalize the meaning and ask, “What meaning does this have for my life?”

BOBE. "SHMALEECAR. HIDETFDLEHIZESVSERNIHEIDIES

51 EBVWATTHDZETT,
God wants to speak to us through His Word and the Holy Spirit will help us to
understand what meaning it has for us.

ik, BEEZBLT, REBIERFELEVERDIATVASOT, BEKN., AL
ENFRALEECBICESVSERNIHIDL EZHATTEVET,

Today, we read in the Bible that “Man does not live by bread alone, but on every word
that comes from the mouth of the LORD.”

SHE., "TAR, NETTEEZEZOTREREVY, AGEOAASHZIXNTOE
NDTHEED EVSEZ—HIFTATHELL,

We would not even think of going a day without eating, because we all would feel very
hungry if we didn’t eat.

MlEBlE, BRXBEVEEEICKRDZDT, F2—HENXZLWEWLWSZERFEZ SN

FtEA
We depend on food to live.

Mt £EREHICERANYICEYET,

I would like to depend more on God’s word.

AE, BEROSEICEDEFE>TVELVERVET,

I would like to grow more dependent on God’s word and feel the need for His Word.
BROSEICE>T, HEROSEOMEEIZE 2 ERULEVERVET,

If you, too, would like to depend more on God’s word, as [ am praying, agree with me in
your heart that you would like to feel the need for more of God in your life.

chAs, EHVERTH, EL, &BETAE, BROFTEICEEHFY VL
Boles, A>TV BRE, MAE ez, DORICEVWTHTTEL,



Together, let’s move forward, partaking and depending more on God’s word.
TLT,  BUIBEROBTEZEDEVELEVWT, £ &l EFICE> TEREL
TVWEFXRL &S,



